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Council members perform
an essential role in

governing the PNG Institute of
Medical Research. They provide
the vision and strategic
direction to the institute and
ensure that management is
complying with legal and ethical
requirements.

The PNGIMR Council reports
directly to the Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS, Hon. Jelta Wong.

In early July, a council meeting was held at the Bird of Paradise Hotel in Goroka. Prior to the meeting, a
swearing-in was made for two members of the council—Dr Osborne Liko, National Department of Health
Secretary and Late Professor Evelyn Lavu, Director of Central Public Health Laboratory. Goroka Magistrate Felix
Ferra officiated and was accompanied by Assistant Magistrate Tobby Noiye.

Two IMR Council members sworn in
By Elishebah Musia

The PNGIMR council members are:

• Professor Sir Isi Kevau – Chairman

• Professor William Pomat – PNGIMR Director

• Dr Moses Laman – PNGIMR Deputy Director

• Dr Osborne Liko – Secretary, Na�onal Department of
Health

• Professor Nakapi Tefuarani

• Professor Frank Griffin

• Professor Evelyn Lavu

• Dr Nick Dala (Mr Tony Lupiwa, alternate member)
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2 Director’s Message

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Hello and welcome to this 68th edition of IMR Nius.

As of this year, 2021, there were millions of people
worldwide with confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infection and
millions have died. This pandemic has posed a great
danger to human physical and mental health and has also
impacted our daily routines.
Recently, in Eastern Highlands Province, we had a new
surge that started in September and spread to other
provinces. Many lives were lost and families have grieved.
For this quarter I would like to explain the vaccine and

want you to know that these COVID-19 vaccines prevent infections and save lives.
I am now the Director of the PNGIMR, but my career began as a laboratory
researcher (scientist), conducting research into how vaccines initiate an immune
response and thereby protect children against pneumonia. My team and I have
conducted a number of clinical trials on vaccines culminating in the introduction of
pneumococcal vaccine into the immunisation schedule in 2015, a journey that
started in the 1970s by Ian Riley and Bob Douglas. These two gentlemen saw
pneumonia as the main killer in those days and initiated research into prevention
measures to save lives. In the last two years, we are continuing this work to
understand whether probiotics will enhance the effects of childhood vaccines.
Immunisation is an effective public health tool to prevent infections. As children,
many of us received vaccines as part of the immunisation program to stop us from
getting infections such as pneumonia, small pox, tetanus, diphtheria, measles,
hepatitis and polio. Today as adults we continue to live because of these life-saving
shots early in our lives. Our children have themselves received these life-saving
vaccines and continue to thrive.
Scientists like me in PNG and others around the world have gained knowledge as
we worked on these vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccines were developed quickly
because the scientists built on decades of careful scientific work in making and
testing vaccines that are effective and safe.
COVID-19 vaccines, the Johnson & Johnson vaccine and the Astra Zeneca vaccine,
are now available to prevent COVID-19 infections from getting worse. Knowing
about how vaccines are developed and tested and their life saving quality, I made
up my mind to be vaccinated against COVID-19 at the earliest opportunity. This
opportunity arose when I was among a few Eastern Highland PHA staff and
colleagues from IMR to receive our first dose of AstraZeneca during the launch of
the vaccine in Eastern Highlands on 5th May 2021.
Before receiving my first dose of AstraZeneca vaccine, I was infected with
COVID-19 during the easter weekend of 2021, and was evacuated to Port Moresby.
I was lucky and only had the moderate symptoms of high temperatures, headache,
high sugar levels, lethargy and some breathlessness, but I was still fearful. I was
isolated at home in Port Moresby, which helps a lot, and very grateful to my wife
and staff at IMR for taking care of me.
Getting the vaccine give us some reassurance that we are safe from the virus. This
is because vaccines reduces transmission of the virus plus initiates protective
immune response on recognising the virus. Those who are vaccinated are
protected from serious illness and death. And if we do get the virus again, as we
most likely will because COVID-19 infections are so widespread right now, we will
not be as sick as if we did not receive the vaccine.
So please get yourself vaccinated with one of the available COVID-19 vaccines and
protect yourself, your family, your community and most importantly our health
workers who will attend to you if you get sick. Getting vaccinated will also help us
to return to our normal lives without fear of contracting a dangerous disease. It
will also ease the strain on our ailing health system.

Professor William Pomat
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‘It is a great privilege to meet an elite group of
renowned professors, doctors and scientists of

our country. To be chosen among many to be part
of this important institution places upon each of
you a degree of responsibility and accountability
as signified by the swearing-in oath of office whilst
holding the bible as your witness,’ said Reverend
Grahamme Baital.
He added, ‘each of you is not only chosen by the Indepen-
dent State of Papua New Guinea but also by God as His
word says in John 15:16, “You did not choose me, I chose
you and sent you to bear much fruit; the kind of fruit that
endures”.’

He told the members that to be called during these turbu-
lent �mes of world pandemics and great uncertainty de-
mands a great deal of priori�sing one’s focus and the pur-
pose of one’s calling.

‘There was once a coffee buyer who was appointed to be
the head of a commi�ee tasked to improve the produc�on
of coffee in his country and when asked how he would

strategise his plan to achieve this goal, he responded say-
ing, “my focus is on improving the quality of the coffee
tree. A quality tree means quality beans which will bring
quality produc�on”. The crowd that witnessed the occasion
cheered and applauded the man with great assurance,’ he
shared.

This is the story of visionary leadership. However, Rev.
Baital believes it is a vision that lacks focus because it
misses out a very important fact.

‘The fact that every coffee tree is created by God means
they possess innate quali�es that already make them the
best. Therefore, the true innova�ve focus should be on im-
proving quality investment in coffee farmers so they can be
empowered to invest quality �me in managing the coffee
trees to produce a quality harvest,’ Rev. Baital explained.

He concluded, ‘as we re-convene this important board of
this pres�gious ins�tu�on of our country, and as we wit-
ness the swearing-in of oath ceremony of two dis�nguished
new council members, let us be reminded of the primary
focus of our calling which is to improve the quality of
healthcare standards and service for our people.’

Rev. Baital conducts
swearing-in oath of

service

By Elishebah Musia
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PNGIMR holds memorial for the missing five

People go missing for many reasons: conflict,
government repression, natural disasters,

organised crime, voluntary or forced migration. 1
August 2011 will be remembered as a black day in
the history of medical research in Papua New
Guinea. On that day, five young staff members of
the PNG Institute of Medical Research (PNGIMR)
disappeared while conducting a malaria survey in
West New Britain Province.
Gibson Gideon (team leader), graduate scien�fic officer;
Leonard Vavana, field research nurse; Lydia Petrus, field re-
search nurse; George Dogoya, research assistant and Tania
Oakiva, graduate scien�fic officer, together with two crew
became the vic�ms of criminals in a remote and difficult-
to-access part of PNG.

Un�l today, no traces of the PNGIMR team members’ re-
mains have been found. Families, friends and colleagues
have to find consola�on without really understanding their
loved ones’ disappearance or knowing that those responsi-
ble have been brought to jus�ce.

Despite this tragedy 10 years ago, the ins�tute con�nues to
believe in the work their staff do to improve the health of
Papua New Guineans.

This year, the ins�tute held a commemora�on service at

the St John’s Lutheran church led by Reverend Grahamme
Baital. Families and rela�ves of the missing five travelled to
Goroka to witness the special occasion.

PNGIMR Director Prof. William Pomat on behalf of the ins�-
tute said that this gathering is a way of bringing peace to
the families and colleagues of the missing five.

‘We have gathered here to come to an understanding that
this tragedy has happened ten years ago and we are s�ll
not sure if the missing persons are s�ll alive or dead. That is
why this occasion is simply to bring peace among all of us
and to rest this case,’ he said.

A�er he spoke, representa�ves from each family of the
missing five stood up to give their feedback.

The ceremony finished off with headstones presented by
the ins�tute to the five families.

Gibson, Leonard, George, Lydia and Tania were intelligent,
well-educated young Papua New Guineans. They com-
mi�ed their working lives to improving the health of their
beloved na�on through their fledgling medical research ca-
reers. This commitment not only lives on at PNGIMR, but is
strengthened by our determina�on to honour the memo-
ries of our missing colleagues.

May God bless them, their families and loved ones and all
who work towards improving the lives of Papua New
Guineans.

By Elishebah Musia
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PNG Institute of Medical Research (PNGIMR)
hosted its first ever virtual symposium on 12

August 2021. More than 200 viewers in PNG and
overseas registered for the event. Australian based
video streaming company webcastcloud managed
the technical aspects.
All sessions broadcasted live or pre-recorded stressed the
impact of PNGIMR’s research achieved through partner-
ships. The program featured the ins�tute’s researchers and
our local and interna�onal partners explaining our work in
eradica�ng elephan�asis, bringing tes�ng and treatment
capacity to clinics, controlling malaria and trialling treat-
ments to prevent severe illness in infants.

According to the symposium organiser, Dr Ann Larson, the
main objec�ves were to raise awareness about the out-
standing research that PNGIMR does and generate enthusi-
asm and confidence about partnering with PNGIMR to con-
duct research in PNG.

‘Australian viewers came from most of the universi�es and
research ins�tutes that collaborate with the IMR. These in-
clude Burnet, Deakin, La Trobe, Griffith, University of New-
castle, UNSW, University of Queensland, University of Wol-

longong, Telethon Kids Ins�tute, University of Western Aus-
tralia, JCU, Menzies, Federa�on University and Walter and
Eliza Hall Ins�tute,’ she said.

‘Other viewers came from the Solomon Islands, the United
States, Singapore, Taiwan and Switzerland. Many people in
PNG also watched the symposium. I was very happy that
quite a few Papua New Guinean students in public health,
medicine and nursing joined’ she added.

The feedback from viewers has been very posi�ve. One
person wrote, ‘The spectrum of research conducted at IMR
is broad and all so applicable to improve the health of
Papua New Guineans. Although I have partnered with IMR
for 16 years, I knew/know very li�le of the other work that
is being conducted, outside of my own area of work. It was
very interes�ng and impressive to learn of all this other
work being done.’

Another said, ‘I really enjoyed the spotlight sessions. They
really gave a voice to PNGIMR researchers.’

All in all, the symposium ended on a high note with par�ci-
pants and viewers an�cipa�ng another one next year. The
symposium can be viewed on PNGIMR’s YouTube channel
at h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_uG7vr3La8.

First ever virtual symposium a success
By Elishebah Musia



IMR NIUS Issue 68 - 2021 7

The PNGIMR congratulates Dr John
Bolnga on obtaining his Medical

Doctorate during the 66th graduation
ceremony of the University of Papua New
Guinea. The DFAT Education Sector also
presented him an award for his outstanding
doctorate thesis.
Dr Bolnga is a senior specialist Obstetrician and Gy-
naecologist in-charge of the O&G unit at the Madang
Provincial hospital and also holds an Adjunct Clinical
Research Fellow appointment with PNGIMR. Over the
past 11 years, he has been instrumental to the suc-
cess of a number of major pregnancy studies at Mod-
ilon Hospital (IPTp, WANTAIM, HPV, Esther Grant) and
was recently involved as a Principal Inves�gator in se-
curing a malaria-in-pregnancy NHMRC grant with col-
laborators from PNGIMR and Menzies School of
Health Research.

His Medical Doctorate was supervised by Dr Moses
Laman (Deputy Director of PNGIMR) and Prof Glen
Mola (Head of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, UPNG).

PNGIMR congratulates Dr John Bolnga

MRA collaborates with IMR

Pictured are workers from Minerals Resource Authority (MRA). They have asked PNGIMR to
collaborate with them to study how mining ac�vi�es and natural disasters affect people’s
health through contamina�ng water sources.

MRA will quan�fy heavy metals in river or environmental systems and PNGIMR scien�sts will
help to iden�fy how these metals affect health condi�ons such as skin diseases.

Dr Gwendalyn Vengiau is an expert on food nutrients. She will lead this work at the ins�tute.
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NEWS IN
BRIEF

PNGIMR Goroka was fortunate to host four students from our
partner the University of Goroka (UOG) for on-the-job

training. Ms Angeline Pius and Ms Jackie Nenda, who are
studying Biology and Chemistry were attached to the COVID
team. Mr Nomzi Parkoh and Ms Gwendolyn Aeno are studying
Business Management and Business Accounting respectively
and they were attached to the Corporate Affairs & Support
Services (CASS) division.
According to the students, the main purpose was to have hands-on experi-
ence with equipment in the lab, library and finance sec�on.

Ms Nenda said, ‘Here at IMR, I have been tasked as a junior scien�st under
supervision to work with the virology unit on COVID-19 tes�ng. I have learnt
a lot in terms of laboratory procedures, apparatuses used and laboratory
safety.’

Ms Pius added, ‘I have learned how to extract DNA, doing stool tes�ngs to
find out about rotavirus, filings and calcula�ons of concentrated DNA.’

Mr Parkoh said he felt privileged to do his prac�cal here at IMR and de-
scribed the environment as very welcoming. Ms Aeno learned something
new during her �me in the library doing newspaper indexing.

Both worked on archiving, newspaper indexing and cu�ng, raising cheques,
accounts payable and receip�ng.

The students’ prac�cal ended just before Independence Day. They expressed
their gra�tude to the ins�tute for making them feel a part of the organisa-
�on. They will be gradua�ng next year.

Six weeks of working experience
with PNGIMR

Data dissemina�on workshop

Early July, PNGIMR’s Popula�on Health
and Demography Unit (PHDU) conducted
a one-day workshop under the Compre-
hensive Health and Epidemiological Sur-
veillance System (CHESS).

The main objec�ve was to discuss re-
search findings, implica�ons and recom-
menda�ons on key public health issues in
PNG.

Present during the workshop were repre-
senta�ves from the Eastern Highlands Pro-
vincial Health Authority (EHPHA) and local
partners.

Improved access to HINARI

Good news! The United Na�ons has im-
proved how to access HINARI and other
databases of tens of thousands of scien-
�fic publica�ons for free. PNGIMR scien-
�sts and researchers can now access it on
their own from anywhere in PNG.

This access is only for IMR staff in PNG. Lo-
gin details must be kept confiden�al. The
library will keep records of who has been
given the sign-up details.

If you want to access HINARI, send an
email to our librarian Irene John on irene
.john@pngimr.org.pg to explore this great
resource.

By Elishebah Musia
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PNGIMR’s Senior Scientific Officer Serah
Kurumop presented virtually at a training on

the Continuous Quality Improvement of the Malaria
Program. She told development partners and
malaria staff from the provincial and national
malaria programs about the sixth national health
facility survey for malaria PNGIMR’s malaria
control team (known as MalCon) in Goroka is
conducting.The last survey was done in 2016. The
results from that survey found a disturbing decline
in the availability of malaria diagnostic equipment
and antimalarials in health facilities across PNG.
The current survey will show if that trend has
continued or if the availability of supplies has
improved.

MalCon teams will implement the survey in all 22 prov-
inces; they have already completed four provinces. In every
province, a team spends a week in each of two randomly
selected health centres (Level 2,3 or 4) and two Level 1 aid
posts in each health centre’s catchment area. In some prov-
inces, teams will also go to a hospital. At every facility, field
workers record the availability of malaria medica�ons,
malaria diagnos�cs such as rapid diagnos�c tests and other
supplies. They also interview health workers on their
malaria knowledge, a�tude and prac�ce, observe the
health workers’ management of fever or suspected malaria
pa�ents and interview pa�ents.

MalCon works closely with the Na�onal Department of
Health’s malaria control program, which will use the health
facili�es survey to inform their ac�vi�es.

Doing the survey during the COVID-19 pandemic has been
a big challenge. Ms Kurumop says, ‘The safety of our staff
and the staff and pa�ents at the facili�es is our priority. All

of our field workers and drivers are fully vac-
cinated. They have PPE and cleaning supplies
and are regularly encouraged to follow the
correct protocols. Since the current surge,
everyone returning from data collec�on is
tested and quaran�ned.’ She added, ‘many
clinics are scaling down their non-COVID ser-
vices and that affects how pa�ents with
malaria and other illnesses are managed.’

The health facility survey is part of the Global
Fund to fight Aids, TB and Malaria program
in Papua New Guinea managed by the Rotar-
ians Against Malaria.

Senior scientist delivers virtual training

The PNGIMR has reported a rare case of
leprosy in Eastern Highlands Province.

A collabora�ve case study between the ins�tute and the
Eastern Highlands Provincial Health Authority (EHPHA)
iden�fied a 25-year-old male having co-infec�on of leprosy
and tuberculosis (TB) in Goroka.

PNGIMR’s Popula�on Health and Demography Unit (PHDU)
head Dr Bang Pham said this was the first �me in PNG that
a pa�ent has been reported to have primary Mul�-Bacillary
Leprosy plus Tuberculosis Lymphadeni�s.

‘A resurgence of leprosy and co-morbidi�es of leprosy-tu-
berculosis would be a public health threat for PNG,’ said Dr
Bang.

From diagnosing, trea�ng and following up with the pa-
�ent, EHPHA iden�fied key challenges in the implementa-
�on of the Na�onal Leprosy Elimina�on Program (NLEP)

strategic plan 2016-2020 at the local level.

Dr Jackson Apo from EHPHA said that from a primary
health perspec�ve, there’s a need for new approaches to
the community-based model to successfully control leprosy
and tuberculosis in PNG.

‘This model should address the local challenges such as pa-
�ents’ compliance to treatments, social s�gma and discrim-
ina�on, and maintenance of family and social supports,’ he
said.

‘Health workers should be trained and equipped with skills
and knowledge on how to diagnose pa�ents, administer
medica�ons and trace contacts, and report incidences.’

Dr Apo, when commen�ng on the recent rare case also ex-
pressed concerns about the pa�ent’s non-adherence to
leprosy and TB treatment.

Rare leprosy case reported
By Elishebah Musia
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Asurvey by PNGIMR’s Population Health and
Demography Unit has found that many

women in PNG do not take up family planning and
contraception to plan the number of children they
have.
The study showed that 35 percent of women of reproduc-
�ve age (15-49 years) needed contracep�on but had no ac-
cess to this vital service.

The study led by Dr Bang Pham revealed that 49 percent of
these women wanted to delay pregnancy (spacing births)
and 51 percent wanted to limit the number of children they
have.

Dr Pham stressed that the current high level of unmet need
for contracep�on requires urgent program responses and
interven�ons from the public health sector to increase ac-
cess to and u�lisa�on of family services.

He also stressed the need to diversify contracep�ve meth-
ods for both women and men, par�cularly those living in
rural areas.

According to Ms Tess Aga, who manages the data, this
study surveyed over 6,000 women in four surveillance
sites: NCD (Hiri), Madang (Karkar), Eastern Highlands
(Asaro) and Hela (Hides) in the period 2015-2016.

She said that family planning and contracep�on were
among the basic health services inaccessible to many
Papua New Guineans due to geographical barriers and
widely dispersed popula�on.

These results confirmed that inaccessibility was more com-
mon among women living in rural and remote areas of
PNG.

‘Inaccessibility and geographic barriers also nega�vely
affects women’s educa�on and household wealth, which
contributes to their unmet need for contracep�on,’ said Ms
Aga.

‘Educated women have a be�er understanding and u�lisa-
�on of contracep�on methods compared to those women
without proper educa�on,’ she explained.

Study: Contraception lacking

Child mortality, or childhood
deaths in under five-year-

olds, are a key indicator of child
health status, performance of the
public health system and the
overall development of a country.
Like many other low and middle
income countries, PNG needs to
improve availability and access
to data for child mortality
estimation.
In PNG, child mortality remains high.
Reducing childhood deaths is a Gov-
ernment priority in the Medium Term
Development Plan 2018-2022 and Vi-
sion 2050. Monitoring and repor�ng
child mortality is important to the PNG
government and development part-
ners, par�cularly in the global context
of the United Na�ons’ Sustainable De-
velopment Goals 2030.

According to the PNGIMR’s senior sci-

en�fic officer from the Popula�on
Health and Demographic Unit, Re-
becca Emori, child mortality can be es-
�mated by using data from birth histo-
ries of women or child birth and death
records.

‘In PNG, child mortality data is o�en
es�mated from the na�onal surveys
and the vital and civil registra�on sys-
tems. However, child mortality varies
across geographical regions, rural-ur-
ban sector and provinces. Each re-
quires different strategies to address
the issue,’ said Emori.

She added, ‘Quality data to es�mate
child mortality at the na�onal and
sub-na�onal levels are crucial for the
PNG government to develop effec�ve
policy, program and interven�on to re-
duce childhood deaths in PNG.’

Health surveillance systems, par�cu-
larly CHESS with financial support
from the PNG Government through

the Department of Na�onal Planning
and Monitoring, offer up-to-date and
longitudinal data for es�ma�on of
child mortality at the sub-na�onal
level.

‘This data source complements the ex-
is�ng na�onal data sources such as
NSO censuses and the na�onal health
informa�on system to provide data for
monitoring and repor�ng child mortal-
ity in the country,’ she said.

Ms Emori further explained that im-
proving the quality of data would pro-
duce more reliable es�mates of child
mortality.

’Use of direct and indirect child mor-
tality es�ma�on methods will provide
insights into the accuracy of es�mates.
Implemen�ng these measures will as-
sist the government in monitoring and
repor�ng child mortality in PNG at
both the na�onal and sub-na�onal
levels,’ she concluded.

Data needed to monitor child mortality at sub-national level

By Elishebah Musia

By Elishebah Musia
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Study: Little
improvement in tackling
malnutrition

Arecent survey on the leading causes of
death in those aged 15-64 years has shown

that tuberculosis (TB) and HIV/AIDS are
responsible for 23% of the total deaths recorded in
this age group.
‘Younger adults are dying from TB and HIV/AIDS, espe-
cially those aged 25-34 years. These diseases were re-
sponsible for 2 out of every 5 deaths among this popula-
�on’ Dr. Bang Pham, principal inves�gator and Head of
Popula�on Health and Demography Unit explained. He
added, ‘This raises concerns about the sustainable devel-
opment of the country as these young people are the
most produc�ve workers in the na�onal and household
economies.’

The study used mortality data from the Comprehensive
Health and Epidemiological Surveillance System (CHESS), a
research program funded by the PNG Government as part
of PNG’s Medium Term Development Plan 2018-2022.

Clinician Ms. Norah Abori said, ‘The informa�on on deaths
were collected in the period 2018-2020 through 926 inter-
views with close rela�ves of the deceased. These deaths
occurred in communi�es within the sen�nel surveillance
sites in Central, Eastern Highlands, Madang, East Sepik,
East New Britain provinces, and Port Moresby.’

More targeted public health programs and interven�ons
are needed to reduce premature mortality from TB and
HIV/AIDS among young people, par�cularly females living
in rural areas and from households with low socioeco-
nomic status.

‘Urgent ac�on is needed from the PNG Government and
the health sector to review the current strategic plans and
improve the implementa�on of TB and HIV/AIDS programs
in the next decade’, she said.

Study shows young
people dying from TB
and HIV/AIDS
By Elishebah Musia By Elishebah Musia

PNG is undergoing a health and nutrition
transition and scientists at PNGIMR have

recently published results of a study on
nutritional status and its impact on child
development in PNG.
According to the principal inves�gator of the Compre-
hensive Health and Epidemiological Surveillance System
(CHESS), Dr Bang Pham, the trends are concerning.
’Was�ng was likely to have increased by more than 10
per cent and there has been li�le improvement in
stun�ng and underweight among PNG children over the
period 2005-2020,’ he said.

Dr Pham, who is also head of PNGIMR’s Popula�on
Health and Demography Unit, explained that household
condi�ons and socioeconomic status is clearly linked
with child malnutri�on.

‘Children from households with experience of food
shortages in the past year were more likely to be
wasted and children from households in low wealth cat-
egories were more likely to be stunted.’

The study, ‘Measuring was�ng (thin for height) and
stun�ng (short for age) prevalence among children un-
der five years old and associated risk factors in PNG’,
was presented recently at the PHDU’s data dissemina-
�on workshop.

Scien�fic officer Vinson Silas said when measuring key
child development indicators against the World Health
Organisa�on’s child standard growth chart, results
showed PNG children suffer from double burdens of
malnutri�on.

‘While many children were wasted (1 in every 7 chil-
dren) and stunted (1 in every 2 children), other children
were underweight (1 in every 5 children) and over-
weight (1 in every 4 children).’
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Prime Minster Hon. James Marape visited the PNGIMR Maprik
site on September 16, 2021 as part of his 46th Anniversary

Independence celebrations and to commemorate the legacy of Sir
Pita Lus. The Prime Minster on behalf of the government and
people of Papua New Guinea thanked the institute for its tireless
efforts in conducting research into diseases and other health
problems affecting the lives of Papua New Guineans. Prime
Minister Marape explained he was employed by PNGIMR after
graduating from the University of Papua New Guinea before

PM visits IMR Maprik

starting his political career, thus he understood the challenges institute researchers faced in their line of
work.

‘The hours are long and the pay is low and does not justify the tireless effort your team puts in and I understand
and appreciate the effort your team of researchers put in to help find solutions to our health problems in PNG,’
said PM Marape. He thanked the institute staff and urged them to remain vigilant in their role as health
researchers of the country.

By Elishebah Musia


