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IMR opens new branch

The IMR stall won second prize for the Best Stall set-up and presentation at the 2013 Health Expo at the Morobe Show.  IMR 
was among 15 health organizations that participated in this year’s Health Expo.  A cheque of K1000 was presented to the 
team at the end of the show by the Show Committee. This is IMR’s second time to participate in the annual Health Expo of 
the Morobe Show. Pictured are some of the IMR team members at their stall.

 The winning team

The opening of the new branch was 
witnessed by key government, private, 
faith-based and non-governmental 
officials in the province.
Formerly Alotau was a study site for 
the Institute’s malaria research and 
more recently research on sexual and 
reproductive health.
With the change in status, Professor Peter 
Siba, Director of IMR said the new branch 
would now see a lot of research activities 
taking place in the province.
“This includes more research on malaria, 
sexual and reproductive health including 
maternal health research,” Professor Siba 
said.
“Strategically, in the long term, we 
would like to relocate our Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Unit here,” he said.
During the official opening, Chairman 
for the IMR Council, Sir Professor Dr Isi 
Kevau, said he was proud of this great 

achievement and that this was a great 
milestone for IMR.
He said IMR is an important government 
institution with its role so diverse, it not 
only conducts problem-based research 
into health problems to find appropriate 
solutions, but it also supports academia.  
It is a training institution and also provides 
evident-based data for policy makers.
He therefore urged the MBP to harness this 
opportunity of IMR being in the province 
and work in partnership.
The new branch currently has six staff and 
all are attached to the Malaria Drug Study.
Former Deputy Director and Head of the 
SHRU, Dr Andrew Valley will be relocated 
to the new branch at the end of this year to 
be the senior scientific staff on the ground 
to head research.
The official opening of the new branch 
was done by Chairman of the IMR Council 
Sir Professor Dr Isi Kevau and the Secretary 
for Health, Pascoe Kase and witnessed 
by senior members of the Milne Bay 
Provincial Government including the 
Provincial Health Authority, the provincial 
hospital and IMR senior management and 
staff.

The PNG Institute of 
Medical Research (PNGIMR) 
has opened a new branch in 
Alotau, Milne Bay Province 
(MBP), bringing the number 
of branches to five.
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Professor Peter Siba

Director's Message
This quarter has been very busy for the Institute. We had the 49th 
Medical Symposium where alot of our staff presented research 
papers. We were also fortunate to play host to the Prime Minister 
Honorable Peter O'Niell and some of his key government officials 
during his visit to the IMR.  The management and staff are 
overwhelmed by his visit.
We had our successful annual Open Days this year at all IMR 
branches. This is the first time for the Institute to have the event in all 
four of its branches - Maprik, Goroka, Madang and Port Moresby. It 
is our goal that we continue to disseminate our research work to the 
communities and the Open Day is one avenue where we are able 
to do that. 

On the management front, we welcome the new Deputy Director 
for Science and Research, Dr William Pomat. He takes over from 
Dr Andrew Vallely. Incumbent Deputy Director Samson Akunaii 
has been reappointed as Deputy Director for Corporate Affairs 
and Support Services.  I am excited with these new appointments 
as I have great trust in these two men as they have wealth of 
experiences. Both men have been with the Institute for well over 25 

PM full of praise for IMR

Director Professor Peter Siba welcoming the PM at the Institute's Headquarters in Goroka 
during his visit to the Institute.

"IMR is the only government institution I 
have visited in the country that has not run 
down and has given me hope."

Prime Minister Peter O’Neill has described the PNG Institute of Medical 
Research (IMR) as the ‘hope’ to rebuild the health sector and revive run 
down government institutions in the country.
Mr O’Neill said he had visited so many government run institutions in 
the country and all were run down.
“We don’t realize that most government institutions have run down 
but there is hope when I see IMR. It is the only government institution 
I have visited in the country that has not run down and has given me 
hope,” he said.

He said the government was trying to ‘revive and rebuild’ the health 
sector but because institutions were run down, the government was 
burdened with the extra task to improve the run down facilities. 
He said IMR was a key partner to rebuilding the health sector 
and assured the management and staff of the Institute that the 
government was serious in addressing the country’s health issues and 
would support IMR in its work.
‘You have a government that will partner you to tackle our health 
needs. I assure you that we will work together to overcome this. 
Your government will do everything to help you stay on course and 
achieve what you want to,” he said.
Mr O’Neill said the government could rehabilitate hospitals in the 
major centers to improve health service delivery and address health 
issues meaningfully with the help of institutions such as IMR, who can 
provide evident-based research information.
IMR is an internationally recognized research facility that looks at 
ways to improve the health of our people.  IMR’s research findings 
contribute to the formulation of the country’s health plans and 
policies.
Mr O’Neill is the second PNG prime minster to visit the Institute after 
Sir Michael Somare, who visited in 1983 to officially open the IMR 
headquarters and its research facilities. 

years respectively.
Another milestone in IMR's growth was the recent opening of the 
new branch in Alotau, Milne Bay Province in August this year. This 
now brings the number of branches to five. It is an achievement for 
the Institute and overall for Papua New Guinea. 
Dr Andrew Vallely will be relocated to Alotau to oversee and ensure 
that the new branch finds its feet in terms of research.  We are also 
working towards finding a site manager for the new branch.
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IMR announces new management

New Deputy Director for Science and Research, Dr William Pomat and incumbant Deputy 
Director for Corporate Affairs and Support Services Samson Akunaii cutting the cake to make 
their appointments.

Former Deputy Director for Science and Research, Dr Andrew Vallely (right) with Samson 
Akunaii and Professor Peter Siba waiting to welcome the PM to the Institute recently.

A small kaikai at IMR Goroka to celebrate the new appointments.

The Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical Research (IMR) has a new 
all-national senior management, a history making moment for PNG’s 
premier medical research institute.
The announcement was made by IMR’s Director Professor Peter Siba 
in front of staff at the Institute’s headquarters in Goroka.
The announcement also saw the appointments of Deputy Directors 
for both Science and Research and Corporate Affairs and Support 
Services (CASS).
Dr William Pomat is the new head of Science and Research while 
Samson Akunaii has been reappointed as head of the Corporate 
Affairs and Support Services for a second term.
“This is a historical moment, a milestone for IMR, as we now have an 
all-national senior management taking on the reins to drive quality 
medical research forward for Papua New Guinea,” said Professor Peter 
Siba.
While congratulating the two deputy directors, Professor Siba said, 
both men have wealth of experience in their individual fields with 
both serving over 20 years each at IMR and he is happily looking 
forward to working with them.
He also expressed gratitude to Dr Andrew Valley, former head of 
Science and Research for his exceptional contribution to research at 
IMR.

Dr Vallely was instrumental in many areas of research at IMR including 
the restructure of IMR which saw three new research units set up and 
the foundation and growth of the Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Unit.
He will be relocated to the recently opened IMR branch in Alotau to 
be the senior staff on the ground to guide research projects there.
Both new Deputy Directors expressed the challenges that lay ahead 
in terms of managing their respective areas and the task of ensuring 
the smooth operations of IMR.
For Dr Pomat, he described the new role as “big shoes to fill, after 
both his predecessors, Dr Ivo Mueller and Dr Vallely, who have set the 
precedence.”
“Although it will be challenging, I would like all of us, both 
management and staff to work together to ensure that at the end of 
the day, IMR continues to produce quality health research, ultimately 
leading to interventions that either prevent and or control diseases 
and improve overall health,”  
Both Deputy Directors appointment was recently endorsed by the 
IMR Council.



Page  4

IMR NIUS

Journal gets K100, 000 annual pledge

PNG Medical Journal Assistant Editor, Cynthea Leahy, presenting a copy of the 50th year celebration medical journal to Prime Minister Peter O’Neill.

By YVONNE HAIP

The PNG Medical Journal has been promised 
an annual funding of K100, 000 from the 
current government for the life of the 
government.
Prime Minister Peter O’Neill made the 
commitment during his visit to the Institute’s 
headquarters in Goroka on August 26.
Mr O’Neill was surprised with the extensive 
work carried out by IMR and its research 
into the health issues affecting Papua New 
Guineans.
He said during the hour-long visit, 
discovering the existence of the PNG Medical 
Journal was one of the many surprises. 
“The Journal is one aspect that shows the 

Institute’s commitment to its work and 
achieving its goals,” he said.
While presenting the PM with a copy of the 
Medical Journal, Assistant Editor, Cynthea 
Leahy, explained that the Journal, which was 
supposed to be a quarterly production, was 
behind schedule due to financial constraints.
With assurance from Finance Minister James 
Marape, and a nod from National Planning 
Minister Charles Abel, who accompanied 
him during the visit, the PM made the verbal 
commitment of K100, 000 annually to the 
Medical Journal.
“I am pleased with the work you do and this 
government would like to contribute K100, 
000 to publishing the Medical Journal every 
year, for as long as this government stays in 

power,” Mr O’Neill said.
Mrs Leahy and IMR director Prof Peter Siba 
thanked the PM for the funding.
The Medical Journal was first published in 
1955 by the Department of Public Health.   
In 1964 the Medical Society of Papua New 
Guinea was established and in 1965 they 
took over the responsibility of the Journal.  
The Journal has been edited by the Director 
or Deputy Director of the IMR since 1984 
and all editorial work has been done by IMR 
staff since then.  The Journal is distributed 
to libraries around the world and is listed on 
PubMed and the more recent issues can be 
found on the IMRs website.

Prime Minister Peter O'Niell visits IMR

On August 26, the humble corridors of the 
IMR headquarters in Goroka were graced 
with the presence of the Honorable Prime 
Minister Peter O’Neill. 
He was accompanied by other members of 
parliament.
His visit was well received by the senior 
management and staff of the Institute.
The National Repentance Day brought 
not only the PM as a blessing for IMR, but 
also two key cabinet ministers; National 
Planning Minister Charles Abel and Finance 
Minister James Marape, who was a former 
staff member of IMR.
It was a simple ceremony with the PM and 
delegates given an introductory tour of the 
Institute.

They were impressed with the work of IMR 
and the dedicated staff whose tireless efforts 
contribute to improving the overall health of 
Papua New Guineans.
While welcoming them and their delegates, 
Prof Siba said the Institute and its staff were 
humbled by the PM’s visit. 
Prof Siba said the Institute had over the years 
grown from strength to strength in terms 
of medical research, collaboration with 
international partners, additional study sites 
and branches in parts of the country, as well 
as an increase in staff numbers.
He highlighted the fact that research 
undertaken by the Institute had not only 
influenced health treatment and policy, but 
placed PNG on the globe.

“Many of our researches have contributed 
to global medical research and IMR has 
won prestigious global awards - things that 
PNG should be proud of,” Prof Siba said.
“Some of IMR’s researches that led to 
medical interventions were the Pigbel 
vaccine, Kuru research, pneumonia 
vaccine, and the ongoing malaria and 
tuberculosis research,” he said.
Mr O’Neill said his government and IMR 
shared a mutual interest to improve health 
standards and the government wanted to 
support the goals of IMR.

PM pledges K100, 000 annually for the PNG Medical Journal 
with funding to continue as long as O’Neill regime reigns
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Monitoring of Hib vaccine program vital
Haemophilus influenzae 
type b (Hib) is one of the 
main germs responsible for 
meningitis and pneumonia 
in children under 5 years old 
in PNG.  

In 2008, PNG introduced the Hib vaccine as 
a way to help prevent these diseases.  
This vaccine program needs to be 
effectively monitored in PNG in order to 
see the vaccine’s overall impact in the 
country.
The study “Haemophilus influenzae type b 
(Hib) meningitis pre- & post- Hib vaccine 
introduction in PNG“ is a follow-up to 
measure the impact of the Hib vaccine.  
It was conducted by IMR researchers in 
collaboration with the Children’s Ward 

of the Goroka General Hospital.  It sought 
to understand the contribution of Hib to 
childhood meningitis and their resistance 
patterns to commonly used medicines 
for treatment in children suspected of 
meningitis six years prior and after the 
introduction of the vaccine.
The study showed that prior to Hib vaccine 
introduction in 2008, H. influenzae was the 
most commonly found bacteria detected 
in cerebral spinal fluid (CSF) samples 
collected from children admitted to the 
Goroka General Hospital for meningitis.  
Most of these bacteria showed multi-drug 
resistance to commonly used antibiotics.  
Streptococcus pneumoniae was the second 
most common bacteria in the samples 
tested.
Findings from this study showed that the 

proportions of Hib bacteria that were 
multi-drug resistant prior to the vaccine 
still remain resistant today.It also found 
that after the introduction of the vaccine, S. 
pneumoniae became the most commonly 
isolated bacteria found in suspected 
meningitis cases. 
“Hib bacteria fell significantly from 6 % pre-
Hib vaccine to 0.94 % post Hib-vaccine” as 
quoted in the study’s abstract.
However, these findings reflect the impact 
of the Hib vaccine for one area only and 
so there needs to be more effective 
monitoring of the Hib vaccine program in 
PNG to see its overall impact.
Findings from this study were presented 
atthe 49th Annual Medical Symposium in 
Lae, Morobe Province from 2- 6 Sept.

Malaria-carrying mosquitoes found in 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) have shown to 
have different biting habits, mostly biting 
outdoors at different peak time periods in 
the night, a study has found.
As a part of the evaluation of the National 
Malaria Control Program, a study entitled 
‘Assessing the biological coverage of 
long lasting insecticidal nets in PNG’ was 
conducted by IMR scientists based at the 
Vector Borne Disease Unit. One of the 
aims of this study was to characterize the 
main malaria mosquito vectors present in 
distinct geographical site in PNG and to 
understand their biting habits. 
The study was conducted in 3 different sites, 
Kokofine and Mirap in Madang Province 

and Yauatong in East Sepik Province. The 
mosquito collections were carried out using 
the human landing catch method over a 3 
year period to establish the biting habits of 
the main malaria mosquitoes vectors found 
there and the times when most of them 
were biting people.
The three main species found were 
Anopheles farauti 4, Anopheles farauti s.s, 
and Anopheles punctulatus in Kokofine, 
Mirap and Drekikier respectively.  
Results showed that 96% and 73% of An. 
farauti 4 and An. farauti s.s, respectively, 
are biting people outdoors before 10pm 
whereas 86% of An. punctulatus are  biting 
people outdoors after 10 pm. These results 
show that people receive more bites from 

Study identifies mosquitoes biting times
An. farauti s.s and An.farauti4 when they 
are outside of their houses before 10pm 
whilst for An. punctulatus the peak biting 
period occurs after 10pm when most 
people are asleep and are most likely to be 
protected by the long- lasting insecticidal 
treated nets (LLINs).
This study was supported by the 
International Center of Excellence for 
Malaria Research (ICEMR) and the Papua 
New Guinea Institute of Medical Research.
Findings from this study were presented 
at the PNG Medical Society 49th Annual 
Symposium on September 2-6 in Lae, 
Morobe Province.

All three main branches of the IMR held 
Open Day’s under the theme Improving 
Health through Research Information.
The Open Day is an annual event held each 
year at our Institute to inform and bring 
awareness to the general public about our 
work.
For this year, the event was held on 25 
September and was officially opened 
by our Director, Professor Peter Siba and 
witnessed by the senior management, staff 
and the public at Goroka’s Peace Park.
Our Madang and Maprik branches also 

held their Open Days at Bates Oval and 
Maprik Rugby field respectively. 
This year’s event was more bigger and better 
with a larger crowd that congregated at the 
locations to learn about our research work.
Staff from all our five main research units 
and our Corporate Affairs sections at all our 
three branches set up information booths 
and senior scientists and staff was on-hand 
to answer and as well pass on information 
about their various research work.
They also provided healthy tips on healthy 
living.

For our Goroka branch, our local provincial 
NBC radio station provided live coverage 
of the event while our local partners from 
other organizations such as Mercy Works, 
AT Projects and the Melanesian Institute 
set up information booths too.
Our Maprik branch held their Open Day 
during the Independence celebrations 
in Maprik while our Port Moresby branch 
held theirs on 28 October at Porebada 
village, outside Port Moresby. 

IMR stages Open Day in all branches
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Have you ever stopped and asked yourself 
who put those lovely flowers in your office 
or even who emptied the waste bin? 
We see them all the time, hard at work 
washing, mopping, sweeping, raking, 
mowing, weeding, pruning and even 
cleaning after our rubbish to ensure that we 
continue to work in a beautiful, clean and 
comfortable environment. 
Keeping all IMR offices and laboratories 
clean inside and out requires time, effort and 
dedication. 
These, they have achieved over and over 
again.
They are our cleaners and gardeners but 
they are also exceptional caterers and jack-
of-all-trades too.
There are more than 20 cleaners and 
gardeners working for IMR at the five 
branches. Most of them are just casual 
employees. Our Goroka branch has the 
highest number with 11.
They all perform the same responsibilities 
retrospect of their pay packet or their 
location. 
At IMR Goroka, a typical day begins at 7:45am 
usually with sweeping of the corridors, labs 
and offices. This is then followed by the 

thorough cleaning of all the rest rooms by 
Kabeto and Vero.
Meanwhile, in the tea room, Mama Rossa and 
Mama Jenny Bill as they are affectionately 
called are filling the kettles and urns to boil, 
coolers to be filled with cool water and 
biscuits and fruits to be laid out ready for the 
morning tea break at 10 am. Cups, dishes 
and spoons will then have to be washed in 
preparation for a repeat performance after 
lunch for the afternoon tea break at 3pm. 
Out in the IMR headquarters grounds is 
Helen Iso, amongst the flowers, head down, 
pruning, planting and weeding all the 
colourful flower beds. 
Five meters away is Enoch, moving across 
the grass to the sound of his noisy lawn 
mower. 
Take a short walk around the Admin building 
and you will find Roni with his wheelbarrow 
and rake. 
Ruben will most likely be found along the 
corridors and lab offices cleaning away but 
also giving a hand to other staff if needed.
Apart from their usual cleaning duties, they 
run errands for other staff, give a hand to our 
carpenters, make tea/coffee for senior staff, 
fix lights, help librarians in the archives and 
also clean and maintain all the IMR transit 
houses.
On special occasions and big events, they 

are responsible for the catering, flower 
arrangements and decorations.
Some of them are long serving staff of IMR 
while the rest have been here 2 - 4 years now. 
In his mid 20’s, Kabeto has been here for 
four years and says he loves working here at 
IMR because the people are friendly and his 
bosses are good people. 
He said he does not want to work elsewhere 
but IMR. 
These cleaners and gardeners are part of the 
diverse staff working at the Institute. 
Don’t forget to say good morning to them to 
acknowledge their work.

People behind the scene

Keeping all IMR offices and 
laboratories clean inside and 
out requires time, effort and 
dedication. These, they have 
achieved over and over again.

By JOANNE WAYANG
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Two young scientists from the PNG 
Institute of Medical Research (IMR) have left 
the country to pursue their post graduate 
studies in the United States.
Scientists Monalisa Kas and Valentine Siba 
left the country last week to take up studies 
at the Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio.
The two scientists were the recipients 
of the Forgarty Award funded through 
the National Institutes of Health, USA to 
undertake their Masters program at the 
university.
Monalisa will be doing her Master’s in Public 
Health while Valentine will be undertaking 
a Masters in Molecular Microbiology.
Both have completed their Honours 
program under the Institute’s Graduate 
Program with University of Papua New 
Guinea in 2011 and 2012 respectively and 
prior to their scholarships, were working in 

the Infection and Immunity Unit at IMR.
Monalisa was part of the research team 
involved in the Cholera research. This includes 
investigating the appropriate method that 
can be used to improve diagnosis and 
detection of Vibro cholera in PNG while 
Valentine was working on typhoid and other 
gastrointestinal diseases.
Speaking on behalf of the two, Valentine said 
they were very excited about the scholarship.
“We hope to learn as much as we can and 
bring back vital knowledge and experience 
to help enhance research programs at the 
Institute,” said Valentine.
“We would also like to thank the IMR and 
Center for Global Health and Diseases, 
Global Infectious Diseases-Research 
Training Program and Case Western Reserve 
University for this scholarship”.
Both scientists will return to the IMR after 
completion of their studies in 2015. 

Scientists wins US scholarships

IMR’s Biomedical Equipment Technician, 
Jason Maiasa, was the proud recipient of a 
comprehensive Biomedical Repair tool kit. 
The toolkit was given after his successful 
completion of a six months intensive 
Biomedical Equipment Repair Training by 
MediSend International. 
 Sponsored by Esso Highlands Limited (EHL), 
Jason undertook this training early last 
year at the MediSend International Global 
Education Centre in Dallas, Texas, US.
The training married both theory and 
practical making Jason one of the few 
Papua New Guineans to be trained and truly 
qualified in this field. 
The training was sought with assistance from 
collaborators from the Goroka Provincial 
Hospital. 
Through the Institute’s relationships with the 
Hospital, EHL and MediSend, 44 pieces of 
biomedical equipment have been donated 
to the Hospital. 
These included bedside monitors, 
defibrillators, freezers, electrical hospital 
beds, infant incubators, IV pumps, 
nebulizers, x-ray viewing boxes and ultra 
sound machinery.
Among the tools contained in the tool kit 

are a microscope repair kit, tachometer, and 
other tools that will come handy when repairing 
biomedical equipment in IMR. 
Jason thanked both EHL for funding his training 
and MediSend for not only providing the training 
but also for the toolkit and the refurbished 
medical equipments.
ExxonMobil’s Corporate Citizenship Community 
Investment Advisor (Public and Government  
Affairs), Valentina Kaman, who witnessed the 
occasion said the training was part of EHL’s 
contribution to improving the health sector in 
PNG by equipping hospitals located along the 

Esso Highlands 'equips' biomedical technician

Training Officer, Dickson Kuvi receiving the Toolkit on Jason's behalf 
from a representative from Esso Highlands Limited.

IN BREIFS

Prime Minister Peter O’Neill told 
staff at the IMR Headquarters 
in Goroka that the case of the 
five missing scientists will be re-
opened. 
He made these remarks during his 
visit to the Institute on the 26th of 
August.
This year, in August, marks their 
second anniversary of their 
missing at sea off the coast of West 
New Britain Province while on duty 
travel. 
An investigation into their 
disappearance was put on halt 
after police funds for this operation 
was exhausted. 
Mr O’Neill assured the staff and 
management of IMR that the 
government will ensure that 
the investigations resume and 
completed and will fully fund the 
investigations.

Case reopens for 
missing researchers

IMR wins Best Stall at 
Morobe Show

The IMR stall won the second 
price for the Best stall set up and 
presentation at the 2013 Health 
Expo of the Morobe Show.
IMR was among the 15 Health 
organizations that participated in 
this year’s Health Expo.
A cheque of K1000 was awarded 
to the team at the end of the show 
by the Show Committee.
This is IMR’s second year to 
participate in the annual Health 
Expo of the Morobe Show.

Honours students 
presents at symposium

Our current four Honours 
students had recently presented 
their research papers at the 49th 
Medical Symposium in Lae in 
September. Their papers were 
accepted for presentation under 
the Undergraduate / Post Graduate 
Student speciality division. This 
was part of their assessment.
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Workshop
Basic Epidemiology and Bio Statistics 
Workshop 

Understanding the basics of Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics was the overall aim of the 
recent four-day workshop for students and 
graduate scientific officers at the Institute.
The  workshop held from 9-12 September 
was facilitated by Drs Freya Fowkuyyges 
Connie Li Wai Suen, both from the Burnet 
Institute and  Walter and Eliza Hall Institute 
respectively.
The workshop covered topics such as 
Epidemiological Reasoning, Study design, 
Measure of Disease frequency, Measure 
of Associations and Causal Inference,  
Descriptive Statistics, Measure of Central 
Tendency and spread, inferential statistics, 
clinical and statistical significance, analysis 
and interpretation of Population Health. 

CASS staff completes studies

One of IMR’s long serving staff; Norries 
Pomat has successfully graduated with a 
Diploma in Management from the Divine 
Word University. Norries is currently the 
Executive Officer to the Director-IMR. 
Norries is excited about her achievement 
and thanked the management for the 
support given to her.

The two year management course was 
conducted through Flexible Learning at 
DWU. Her training is part of IMR’s aim to 
equip and build staff capacity at the Institute.

Post Graduate Studies

Our training program continues to gain 
momentum every year. We continue to see 
good number of national staff completing 
their honours, masters and PhD programs in 
various research fields.

Staff completes Masters Program at 
Michigan State Uni

John Bosco Keven, who works in the 
Entomology section, in our Madang branch 
has successfully completed his Master of 
Science Program.
John completed his two year program at 
Michigan State University after be awarded 
a scholarship from the Fulbright and Fogarty 
scholarship programs.
During his studies, John was attached to 
the Entomology Department, College 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources at 
Michigan State University.  John’s Master’s 
thesis was titled “Host feeding preferences 
of Anopheles punctulatus species complex 
in malaria endemic regions of PNG"

Training Nius
Two scientists win US Scholarships

Two young scientists from the Infection and 
Immunity Unit won Fogarty Scholarships 
to complete their Masters in Science in the 
United States.
Monalisa Kas and Valentine Siba left the 
Institute early last month for the two year 
program.
Both were accepted as Masters Fellows 
in the Global Infectious Disease Research 
Training Program at Case Western Research 
University, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.

Malaria scientist wins Switzerland 
Scholarship 

Heather Huaupe from the Malaria 
Immunology section at IMR Madang 
was awarded a scholarship to study in 
Switzerland.
She will complete her two-year Masters 
of Science program in Switzerland’s 
University of Basel. The course is supported 
and run by Swiss Tropical Institute of Public 
Health, one of IMR’s research collaborator. 
Heather left early September and will 
return in 2015.

Training Nius is compiled by Dickson Kuvi (Training Officer) and John Yogiyo (Assistant Training Officer). Phone: +675-531 4259. 

IMR Nius is published quarterly by our Communications Unit. For more information, email info@pngimr.org.pg

Head Office
Goroka

Ph: +675 - 531 4200
Fax: +675 - 532 1998
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