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On 6 April 2020, Health Minister, Honourable, 
Jelta Wong, Environment, Conservation 

& Climate Change Minister Hon. Wera Mori and 
Eastern Highlands Governor Hon. Peter Numu with 
some delegates visited the PNG Institute of Medical 
Research (PNGIMR).

The purpose of their visit was to see first-hand IMR's op-
eration and talk about what the government can do to help.

“This pandemic has really opened our eyes. We’ve seen 
the deficiencies with the health system and research is one 
of them,” said Minister Wong.

He said that for many years the government has turned a 
blind eye to research and have realised that since the pan-

demic has grown.

“This government is here to support and make sure that 
we don’t follow the past mistakes. We learn from the past to 
make sure that the future is looked after. We need to make 
sure that our research is number one in the world and we 
have enough machines that can cater for our people in the 
country,” he added.

Minister Wong stressed his main concern was for the Insti-
tute to have the equipment it needs.

“I want to make sure IMR is well equipped and that this in-
stitute as well as the others in each region are fully equipped 
with the machines to cater for the population of PNG,” he 
said.

Health Minister’s first visit to IMR
By Elishebah Musia

continue to page 4...
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Hello and welcome to this 63rd 
edition of IMR Nius. 

I am delighted and proud to announce that Celestine 
Aho has been awarded her PhD through the Charles 
Darwin University in Darwin, Northern Territory. Her 
hard work guided by excellent supervision from her Su-
pervisor, Dr Heidi Vaughn-Smith and others has finally 
paid off. Congratulations Celestine!! 

Other candidates who are eagerly waiting to receive 
their PhD are Dr Maria Ome, Ms Gwen Vengiau and 
Ms Pamela Toliman. We hope too that Mr John-Keven 
Bosco will join the list later this year. Together these 
young talents will help guide IMR research programs 
into the future. 

Our scientists could not have returned at a better time, with IMR role as the designated 
COVID-19 testing laboratory for PNG, their contributions are well appreciated. So are the 
contributions from many staff, more specifically Dr Janet Gare and her team who have done 
a magnificent job conducting tests and providing results. It has been challenging but the 
experiences are invaluable as this is a new virus and we are slowing learning more about its 
characteristics. 

COVID-19 diagnosis shone the light squarely on IMR and visits by important Ministers in the 
Marape-Steven government made this more apparent.  The IMR was privileged to host Min-
ister for Health and HIV/AIDS, Hon. Jelta Wong; Minister for Commerce, Hon. Wera Mori; 
Minister for Communications and Information Technology, Hon. Timothy Masiu;  Governor 
of Eastern Highlands Hon Peter Numu, Hon Minne Merra, Member for Obura-Wonenara, 
CEO of EHPHA Dr J Apa and EHP PPC Teine. Other important visitors included French Ambas-
sador, Phillippe Janvier-Kamiyama accompanied by the representative of the Government 
of New Caledonia to Papua New Guinea, Alexandre Lafargue. Each visitor truly appreciates 
the breathe of work we do.   

More than K3 million was allocated to the Institute to build diagnostic capacity for CO-
VID-19; K1 million from National Department of Health and K2 million from the Depart-
ment of National Planning and Monitoring (DNPM). These funds helped to procure needed 
reagents, consumables, materials and renovate our Madang molecular lab in readiness to 
conduct diagnostic tests. Two new hiace buses were procured from these funds for Goroka 
and Port Moresby staff to travel to work during the lockdown period when public transport 
scaled down services. Australia Government, through DFAT, greatly assisted us by procuring 
qPCR machines to replace non-functioning PCR machines. Obviously, our main challenge 
was global demand, creating a long queue of countries. We are grateful to all our partners 
and Government of PNG for helping to build laboratory capacity for the current pandemic 
and future epidemics.    

The lockdown period was both a blessing and hindrance; hindrance in that many of our 
research work had to scale down to comply with lockdown instructions, blessing in that it 
provided time for scientists to write papers and research proposals to submit for new grant 
calls. A couple of these research proposals have been submitted for funding and we look 
forward to conducting these work into the future.  

Sadly, we farewelled two of our long serving staff, Mr Andrew Raiko in Madang and Mr 
Morgan Menafo in Goroka. Mr Raiko served the Institute in various capacity and eventually 
as the Madang site Manager. His 36 years of service has many highlights, central to which 
was keeping operations in Madang running smoothly.  We wish you all the best as you blend 
and adapt to life outside the IMR. Congratulations to Bethuel Kotty for accepting and taking 
on the challenge as the new Madang site Manager. Farewell too to Mr Morgan Menafo, our 
Artisan in Goroka. He has been with the IMR for more than 14yrs helping to maintain our 
infrastructure to the set standard. Farewell to you both and enjoy your retirements. 

We have invested in GPS tracking system for all the IMR vehicles after experiencing theft and 
damages to vehicle in the last 6 months. These system will help keep track of vehicles and 
help ensure vehicles are efficiently used. 

Finally, I take this opportunity to thank all staff on their commitments and dedication to CO-
VID19 work while at the same time maintaining other IMR activities. Thank you everyone.  

William Pomat, Director
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The work carried out by the PNG Institute 
of Medical Research (PNGIMR) is now 

commended by many Members of Parliament.

On 15 April 2020, the Minister for Communication 
and Information Technology, Timothy Masiu made 
a surprise visit to the PNG Institute of Medical 
Research (PNGIMR).

He was in town to discuss the COVID-19 pandemic 
with Bougainville students who attend the University 
of Goroka.

After meeting with the students, he seized the 
opportunity to visit the PNGIMR headquarters and 
see for himself what PNGIMR has been doing since 
the beginning of the pandemic.

“During my trip to Goroka, I was able to see first-
hand the work PNGIMR is doing,” said Mr Masiu.

He said PNGIMR is doing their very best and are 
doing everything they can, yet people don’t see the 
importance of the work they are doing.

“Science is supposed to create knowledge, thus 
if you understand science, you will understand the 
results obviously,” he said.

PNGIMR Director, Professor William Pomat showed 
him around the laboratory and, with the help of the 
scientists, explained the machine which was used 
for testing the virus.

After the short tour, Mr Masiu says he supports the 
work of PNGIMR and is encouraging the government 
to help the institution with the necessary equipment 
to continue the good work.

“PNGIMR needs more equipment to carry out its 
work and also needs more scientists to continue with 
medical research,” Mr Masiu said.

By Elishebah Musia

Professor William Pomat (right) explains the PCR machine as 
Communications Minister Timothy Masiu and the two scientists looks on

Communications and Information 
Technology Minister visits IMR

COVID-19 STORIES & UPDATES
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COVID-19 STORIES & UPDATES

Government to focus on scientific research in health as 
a result of COVID-19

“Our country needs to put more con-
centration on scientific research and 
the situation now gives us that oppor-
tunity.

“The situation also presents an op-
portunity for the country to assess 
ourselves in terms of hygiene so we 

do away with unhygienic habits.

Minister Wong applauded PNGIMR 
for its COVID-19 response in the coun-
try especially in the responsibilities of 
carrying out testing nationwide.

The delegates were given a tour 

around the laboratories showing the 
equipments and machines used for 
testing COVID-19.

Member for Obura-Wonenara, Hon. 
Mehrra Minnie Kipefa also visited IMR 
during the COVID-19 period.

continue from front page...

Clinician trains EHPHA and PNGIMR clinical 
staff to use PPEs

By Elishebah Musia

On 16 April 2020, Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) training was held at the 

PNG Institute of Medical Research’s (PNGIMR) 
Adolf Saweri Theatre, led by clinician John-Paul 

Matlam.

“The purpose of this training is to provide uniformity in 
collection and storage of clinical specimens across all sur-
veillance sites,” said Mr Matlam.

Eastern Highlands Provincial Health Authority clinical 
staff and PNGIMR clinicians attended.

He briefly explained the materials needed, clarified on 
the patient enrolment procedure and discussed the collec-
tion of samples.

 “Respiratory tract specimens should be collected as 
soon as possible in the course of the illness and before 
antimicrobial therapy begin, if possible within 72 hours of 
symptom onset and no later than 7 days after onset,” he 
said.

After his short presentation, Mr Matlam and Geraldine 
Masiria demonstrated how to put on and take off safely 
the Personel Protective Equipment (PPE).
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A one-day meeting was held at the Adolf 
Saweri Lecture Theatre by the COVID team to 

review and evaluate on the work done in regards 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Team leader Dr Janet Gare acknowledged and thanked 
the team for producing quality work.

“I would like to thank you all for working together as a 
team in testing all the samples that have come in. You have 
made our institution proud, not only locally but nationally 
and globally as well,” she said.

She encouraged the team to continue the team spirit 
and get the job done.

During the meeting, Jonah Iga reviewed the Occupa-
tional Health & Safety procedures reminding the team 
about the importance of health and hygiene in the labora-
tory; Yangta Ura introduced the new data collection tool 
for entering and storing Patient Under Investigation (PUI) 
information; John-Paul Matlam updated the team on the 
field/clinical aspect whilst Dagwin Suarkia thoroughly ex-
plained the background, testing process, protocols and 
reading the results of the tests.

By Elishebah Musia

Dr Gare acknowledges COVID team for a job well done

Work on the Madang 
COVID-19 testing 

laboratory commenced towards 
the end of May 2020 and is now 
90% completed. A component of 
the original cell culture lab was 
upgraded to a BSL2 with  an 
anteroom and main workstation. 

According to Dr Livingstone Tavul, 
outstanding are the working benches, 
sinks, doors, and a few final touches 
on the walls. “The final payment for 
the last lot of materials was made this 
week and our team will complete the 
final renovations by mid-June 2020,” 

he said.

“Also outstanding is the purchase of 
a biosafety cabinet and a fume hood 
for level 2 work that will cater for 
testing organisms like COVID-19,” he 
added.

Payment for the first lot of equip-
ment, including microcentrifuges and 
pipettes from the Pacific Laboratory 
Products LTD Australia, has been com-
pleted and they are waiting for the 
shipment to arrive.  

Mr Tavul said, “Given the IMR’s 
priority for surveillance in our revised 
corporate 5-year plan 2020 -2025, 

the upgrading of the lab in Madang 
to BSL2 will prepare us for backup 
on COVID-19 testing and other pos-
sible pandemic diseases arising in the 
future.”

Proper inspection and training will 
be carried out prior to commence-
ment of testing for COVID-19 in the 
laboratory.

The Madang site acknowledges the 
support from the IMR directors and 
the management team, and fund-
ing from the PNG Government under 
the COVID-19 funding allocation to 
PNGIMR.

Madang COVID-19 laboratory updates
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On Tuesday 15 May, one of COVID-19 team 
member, John-Paul Matlam, carried out 

awareness at the PNG Coffee Exports regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Senior social researcher, Herick Aeno from the Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Unit helped out in doing awareness.

Mr Matlam briefly explained to office staff what the virus 
is and how long it survives on surfaces.

“Coronavirus is a whole family of viruses that gets its name 
from the spike-like shape of the virus. When viewed under 
a microscope it looks like a crown, hence, the term corona 

which in Latin means crown,” he said.

He added that currently World Health Organization does 
not have data available on stability of SARS-CoV-2 (the virus 
that causes COVID-19) on surfaces.

“However, data from laboratory studies have shown that 
stability in the environment depends on several factors in-
cluding temperature, humidity, and surface type,” he con-
cluded.

Mr Aeno spoke to the labourers outside the building on 
how important it is to follow simple instructions to avoid 
getting sick.

IMR conducts awareness at PNG Coffee Exports
By Elishebah Musia

COVID-19 STORIES & UPDATES

During the 5th CASS 
meeting held at the Adolf 

Saweri Lecture Theatre, the 
Director, Professor William 
Pomat announced that the 
institution received a total of 
K3 million from the government 

purposely for COVID19 related 
activities.

According to the Finance Manager, 
Maria Gipis, K1 million was given by 
the National Department of Health 
(NDoH) and K2 million was from the 
Department of Treasury.

The funds were used to procure lab-
oratory consumables and equipment 
for COVID-19 testing, PPEs for staff, 
and renovation of some laboratories. 
Also two buses were purchased for 
Goroka and Port Moresby branches to 
transport staff and samples.

Government gives K3 million to IMR 
for COVID19
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Kokopo IMR team assists ENB NDoH in running 
awareness and risk assessment exercise

The East New Britain National Department of 
Health (ENB NDoH) carried out a COVID-19 

awareness and risk assessment exercise in rural 
ENB. Among the team were Jacob Joseph and 
Robert Rusiat from IMR’s CHESS team.

As per the protocols in place to fight the COVID-19 virus, 
part of the exercise besides lockdown was awareness and 
risk assessment of all wards and districts in ENB.

According to Scientific Officer Jacob Joseph, the exer-
cise commenced prior to the indentifying of the particular 
patient in ENB. The exercise consists of two parts: aware-
ness and risk assessment.

“While doing awareness, we educated the rural popu-
lation of what COVID-19 is; how the virus spreads and 
moves; how to combat the spread of the virus; and first 
actions should the virus enter the village,” he said.

“We also helped in assessing potential areas where the 
virus could enter the village; the potential means of virus 
transmission within the village; and the location of the 
current person of interest (POI),” said Joseph.

The team including the Health Secretary Paskalis Kina-
kava, targeted the LLG Managers, ward members, church 
leaders, community elders and women’s groups/associa-
tions.
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CHESS team conducts 
COVID-19 awareness in their 

study villages
By Tau Aiga

In the month of May, the PNG Institute of Medical 
Institute’s (PNGIMRs) Comprehensive Health 

and Epidemiology Surveillance System (CHESS) 
research field team organized and conducted four 
COVID-19 awareness.

The awareness was conducted in four locations at the 
IMR CHESS study villages in Amayufa, Kwongi 2, Rothmans 
and Hegu/Emagave villages in Eastern Highlands Province.

During the visits to the CHESS study community, the 
team targeted the general population including the prima-
ry school students, staff from the health sub-centres and 
the teachers as well.

According to team leader, Vinson Silas, there were a to-
tal of 600 people present during the awareness.

“We were able to distribute more than 400 brochures 
and 40 posters. Our presence in the community not only 
reflects IMR but also maintains IMR in the villages,” said 
Vinson.

Meanwhile, Gerard Saleu was the focal point person in 
all the awareness, not only representing IMR but also Pro-
vincial Health Authority (PHA).

The board chairman of Hewe Primary School (visited on 
26 May) and a community elder expressed his gratitude to 
PNGIMR for conducting the awareness in his community. 

“I want to thank IMR for the awareness. As people work-
ing in the lab and having more knowledge on this disease, 
you have given us first-hand information and we are grate-
ful. There has been a lot of misinformation going around 
causing confusion and panic, hence, the awareness today 
has cleared these up”, he said. 

Hewe Primary School Board Chairman, Mr Asaro 
Kasimo
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Data system in place for entering 
and storing COVID-19 information

PNGIMR’s senior database officer, Yangta Ura 
was asked to set up a data collection tool for 

entering and storing Patient Under Investigation (PUI) 
information sent in by institutions partnering with IMR 
for COVID-19.

“When asked 
to write up a data-
base, I chose ODK 
(Open Data Kit) 
Collect because 
it is easy and fast 
to create and also  
user friendly. I de-
signed and created 
the exact electronic 
copy of the PUI 
forms which will be 

used to enter data into this tool,” said Yangta.

The setup of the data collection tool/system for data entry 
and data management was purposely, for COVID-19 work at 
IMR.

“Having a well written data collection tool maintains data in-
tegrity which further ensures quality data is inputted and stored, 
retrieved and analysed and correctly reported in a timely man-
ner,” he concluded.

IMR receives new PCR machines for COVID-19 
testing

The purchase of the new Hiace bus for Goroka 
was done on April 18, 2020 and was picked up on 
April 28, whilst the POM bus was picked up on April 
23 at Ela Motors Badili.

The two buses specifically for COVID-19 teams 
to transport staff and samples during this time of 
pandemic. 

New COVID-19 buses for 
Goroka and Port Moresby

According to PNG 
Institute of Medical 

Research’s (PNGIMR) 
COVID-19 team leader, 
Dr Janet Gare, “The team 
currently has four working 
Polymerase chain reaction 

(PCR) machines that are 
committed to doing COVID-19 
testing in Goroka and Port 
Moresby IMR laboratories.”

Of the four, two PCR machines 
were purchased by Australia’s De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade (DFAT) for the Institute in 
mid April.

“In addition, DFAT is also support-
ing the IMR to get two faulty PCR 
machines repaired in Australia 
and returned to us,” said Dr Gare.
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NEWS IN 
BRIEF

GPS to be installed on all 
IMR vehicles

GPS360 Limited is a PNG owned Security 
Company established since 2011 and is 
based in Port Moresby.

This year all IMR vehicles will have a GPS 
tracking system.

So far, four vehicles in Port Moresby 
and 12 in Goroka have GPS trackers in-
stalled. The company will install trackers in 
Madang, Maprik and Kokopo over the next 
few months.

COVID-19 Seroprevalence at 
IMR clinic

Infection and Immunity’s Research Of-
ficer, John Kave and the Goroka District 
Surveillance team led by Dr Dukop were 
stationed at the PNGIMR clinic on Monday 
15 June to conduct the COVID-19 antibody 
rapid testing.

Volunteers had a finger prick to collect a 
drop of blood. The result were available in 
10 minutes.

Free HINARI service is back
The Hinari service to obtain journal arti-

cles for free is back. Staff working in Goro-
ka are encouraged to go to the library and 
use the new dedicated computer to find 
and download articles. People working in 
other sites and from home should contact 
the library with their request. 

Email requests to irene.john@pngimr.
org.pg with a cc to agnes.patma@pngimr.
org.pg 

One of PNG 
Institute of 

Medical Research’s 
(PNGIMR) longest 
serving staff, Mr 
Andrew Raiko, has 
retired from duty 
and was farewelled 
at the Madang 
Resort on May 
29. All PNGIMR 

Madang staff and the management team from Goroka attended 
the farewell.

Andrew Raiko started in PNGIMR on 7 June 1984 as a Medical Labora-
tory Assistant and after 7 years, he was appointed to oversee the security 
office. In 1996, he was appointed as the Deputy Officer in charge of the 
Madang site and held that position for 8 years.

In 2004, Mr Raiko was posted to Maprik as the Site Administrative Of-
ficer. After working for 4 years, he moved back to Madang in 2008 as 
the Assistant Site Administrative Officer assisting in the human resources 
division.

In 2012, he was appointed as the Madang Site Manager and remained 
in the position up until his retirement. Mr Raiko served the Institute for 
a solid 36 years with relentless efforts and commendations from his col-
leagues.

Andrew Raiko 
retires after 
36 years

Director, Professor William Pomat with outgoing Madang Site 
manager, Mr Andrew Raiko
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By Tau Aiga

Gender affects us in ways that we do not 
always understand. In the Sexual and 

Reproductive Health Unit (SRHU) of Papua New 
Guinea Institute of Medical Research (PNGIMR), 
issues of gender have always been addressed not 
only in its research but also in its work practices 
in the office and in the field.

With many new staff joining the unit last year 2019, the 
SRHU head, Associate Professor Angela Kelly-Hanku pro-
posed for gender trainings to be conducted. The purposes 
of the trainings are to ensure that the new staff are familiar 
with the work SRHU does on gender and also the expecta-
tions of the way women, men and transgender people are 
treated professionally and personally.

Training for the male staff of SRHU was held on May 8. 
Herick Aeno, a senior researcher, who works on issues of 
gender and is part of the team that ensures a respectful 
gender workplace, facilitated the training.

“We create a team that is gender inclusive and respect-
ful as well as employing a variety of different people. Often 
women are in positions of authority. Men in PNG do not 

typically cope well with that and so in our team, we like 
to think we are changing such gender norms by bringing 
the team up to speed with the standards that have been 
set and ensuring our work environment is gender sensitive 
and aware", Mr Aeno said.

His main objective was to improve the understanding of 
the participants of what gender is and how it plays out in 
their lives, especially in their workplace. Seven male staff 
from the unit attended.

HR Officer, John Wemin and clinician, John-Paul Matlam 
were part of the training. Mr Wemin was invited in an ef-
fort to incorporate the Gender training into the PNGIMR 
Staff training. 

Topics covered during the training were: an overview of 
gender; masculinity, power and gender; child protection 
and gender; sexual health and gender; gender advocacy, 
and gender in the workplace. 

Mr Aeno gave in-depth explanations and had thorough 
discussions with the participants, putting into perspective 
what each topic was and what they meant. The training 
started at 9am and ended at 3pm.

Gender Training conducted for SRHU 
male staff
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By Tau Aiga

Pre tender site meeting in Madang

On 13 June 2020, a pre-tender site meeting 
was held at the Madang site where the state-

of-the-art Laboratory is to be built. Present at the 
meeting were PNGIMR staff (from both Goroka and 
Madang), officers from Works Department, two 
officers from National Procurement Commission 
(NPC) and representatives from six contractors.

The purpose of the meeting was for the contractors to 
view the site and have their tender documents delivered.

Works Department Project Manager, Alois Atbo, wel-
comed everyone present, gave an overview of the whole 
project and explained the agenda. 

The PNGIMR Director, Professor William Pomat later gave 
his remarks. He highlighted the significance of the project 
and expressed his delight that the project was underway.

"The construction of this laboratory will be of great value 
to the country in terms of medical research and I am grateful 
it will now happen after a long wait since the groundbreak-
ing in 2007," he said.

He added the reason for the delay was due to the changes 

in the government.

After Prof Pomat’s remarks, NPC Procurement Coordina-
tor, Frank Hare, explained the tender process and handed 
out the tender documents to the contractors.

The meeting ended at 12:30pm with a tour around the 
site.



IMR NIUS Issue 63 - 2020 13  

PNGIMR 1st Project Steering Committee Meeting 
for 2020

By Tau Aiga

P NG Institute of Medical 
Research (PNGIMR) 

conducted its first Project 
Steering Committee (PSC) 
meeting for the year on Friday 
19 June, 2020. The meeting was 
held at the Madang Resort.

The PSC oversee several projects 
funded by the PNG government. 
Among the PSC committee members 
were representatives from the Depart-
ment of Finance, Mr Chris Waiya and 
Ms Joyce Liu; from the Department of 
Works, Mr Alois Atbo; Department of 
Treasury, Ms Loumoro Lavai; Depart-
ment of National Planning and Moni-
toring, Mr Mayson Sanga, Ms Loise 
Kuarughin and Ms Yvonne Kemo; De-
partment of Prime Minister and Na-
tional Executive Council, Mrs Roselyn 
Melua and Ms Maryanne Heni.

PNGIMR Director, Professor William 
Pomat, commenced the meeting with 
a welcome and his opening remarks.

He gave an overview of what 
PNGIMR does and the importance of 
having a laboratory. He also shed light 

on how COVID-19 has impacted the 
operations of PNGIMR and that having 
a laboratory was paramount.

"Given the COVID situation, we 
would all agree that the laboratory 
infrastructures are critical. We've dis-
cussed the laboratory for the last two 
years, in regards to funding and COVID 
has highlighted the importance of our 
laboratories to what we do,” said Prof.

Meanwhile, Acting Director General 
- Policy and Governance Branch- PM 
& NEC, Mrs Roselyn Melua supported 
the Director's statement on COVID-19 
and funding.

"From my view, you do need a lot of 
funding support to bring up all your in-
frastructures to a certain level because 
you've been designated to do testings 
for COVID-19 and other research for 
PNG," she said. 

She added that, with the COVID-19 
funding coming in, it is important that 
funding is made available to PNGIMR 
for its research work.

Following the Director's presenta-

tion, Project Manager for Department 
of Works, Mr Alois Atbo, presented on 
the proposed Laboratory and Office 
Complex for PNGIMR. He highlighted 
the work being done at the site, the 
Pre-tender site meeting held on 13 
June, and gave his recommendations. 
He further gave a brief report on the 
first K6 million allocation.

"Basically, the idea is to get the foun-
dation done , with the skeletal frame 
in place and the roof to go over to pro-
tect the construction from weather  
with the first K6 million," he said.

Also at the meeting, Deputy Direc-
tor Science, Dr Moses Laman, present-
ed on Seroprevalence of COVID-19 in 
the Sepik Provinces. Dr Bang Pham 
presented on CHESS research program 
and Tobby Apa highlighted the inclu-
sion of CHESS project staff in recurrent 
budget. Mrs Maria Gipis handed out 
the PNGIMR’s financial report.

The meeting concluded with fur-
ther discussions on ways of getting the 
Madang laboratory up as soon as pos-
sible.
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During the Strategic Planning Meeting that 
took place at the PNG Institute of Medical 

Research (PNGIMR) headquarters early this year, 
the Director, Professor William Pomat and the 
Acting Deputy Director, Dr Moses Laman, made 
a verbal announcement of the new Madang Site 
Manager in the presence of a few Madang staff who 
attended the meeting.

The Director made the formal announcement of Bethuel 
Kotty’s appointment at the farewell lunch for the outgoing 
Site Manager, Mr Andrew Raiko in the presence of the ex-
ecutive management and the Madang staff.

Mr Kotty joined the insti-
tute in 2012 as a project 
manager with the Inter-

national Centres of Excellence for Malaria Research (ICEMR) Study.

“Over the last 8 years, I have managed several projects/studies including ICEMR 
study, SouthEast Asian Ovalocytosis (SAO) study, Death to Onchocerciasis and Lym-
phatic Filariasis-Mass Drug Administration (DOLF MDA) study and recently ICEMR 
study,” said Bethuel.

During the last five months, Mr Kotty worked as a deputy site manager assisting 
the site manager in overseeing and managing the site operations.

“Being a manager is all about providing effective leadership, facilitat-
ing and maintaining effective communication as well as providing di-
rections and empower my teams to perform their duties diligently,” 
he said.

The Vector Borne Disease Unit (VBDU) has so many operation-
al challenges as the site is operating out of town. Among many 
challenges, security and safety, transportation and logistics for 
staff travelling to and from work every day is paramount. 

Despite these challenges, the team have survived over the 
years with the relentless effort of their outgoing site manager, Mr 
Raiko. 

“My goals are to provide effective leadership, outperform dif-
ferent challenges and maintain essential services on site.”

“I would like to sincerely thank the Director and the Acting 
Deputy Director for the transition and elevation to this substan-
tive position. I would also like to thank Mr Raiko for mentoring 
me and continuously encouraging me over the years and even-
tually handing over the reins to me.”

He concluded, “I am confident I will be able to identify solu-
tions to different challenges, build on from our strengths and 
maintain those essential services so we can perform our core 
function that is conducting medical research into primary health 
issues affecting the people of PNG.”

Announcement of the new Madang 
Site Manager

By Elishebah Musia
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The PNG Institute of Medical 
Research (PNGIMR) is 

aiming to achieve a centre of 
excellence in Public Health and 
Medical Research, both nationally 
and globally. To achieve this 
ambition, it is imperative that 
the Institute adapt a robust but 
flexible occupational health, 
safety and security (OHSS) 
system that is suitable for PNG 
settings.

Hence, the institute has now taken 
on board a GPS tracking system to 
monitor vehicle movements that will 
help in tracking all IMR vehicles to 
improve surveillance and security for 
both vehicles and employees.

In addition, the GPS system will 
monitor vehicle speed, fuel consump-
tion, servicing records and other infor-
mation so as to help in managing the 
use and maintenance of the vehicles.

GPS tracking system on vehicles is 
not new in PNGIMR. Initially, GPS track-
ers were installed by research projects 
but due to poor technical support by 
the company, the system ceased.

This time our OHS & Security man-
agement will be involved in monitoring 
the vehicles. GPS360 Limited will ad-
minister the system and provide sup-
port services and emergency response 
to the GPS tracking system.

As part of the package, GPS360 
Limited conducted one-day training 
on how to monitor and track vehicles 
using the GPS application. Attendees 
were from the IT and Transport de-
partments and project managers from 
various projects. The training gave of-
ficers involved in the administration of 
personnel and vehicles some under-
standing about this system so it can be 
incorporated into their management 
of project vehicles. Furthermore, these 
officers will help in after hours moni-
toring of vehicles.

According to the Assistant Laborato-
ry Manager, Jonah Iga, this GPS system 
will aid our security and emergency 
protocol in PNGIMR. Whenever our 
drivers experience a problem, either 
with security or safety of the vehicle, 
the system will alert the Officer respon-
sible which activates the appropriate 
response.  

Also, the system will ensure compli-

ance to administrative processes such 
as booking of vehicles. The GPS system 
can generate history of vehicle usage, 
thus, providing evidence of vehicle 
movements, fuel consumption and 
time spent on locations. This will help 
us to have more transparency on the 
use of our fleets. Anyone found infring-
ing the use of vehicles will face the ad-
ministrative disciplinary action.

Monitoring and tracking of vehicles 
will be the responsibility of the Trans-
port Manager/officer in each site, how-
ever, Mr Iga’s role will be to oversee 
the GPS monitoring and tracking of 
PNGIMR vehicles from all the sites.

“Ensuring the health, safety and se-
curity of employees in our work envi-
ronment is paramount. Having an OHS 
& Security system that enables us to 
prevent injuries to employees and/or 
damage to property will save lives, as 
well as saving costs. 

“The GPS system gives us the ability 
to monitor and track our fleets in real-
time. We can now respond swiftly to 
emergencies and any distress signals 
to ensure safe travel and recovery of 
vehicle and personnel,” he concluded.

GPS Tracking System 
lodged on all PNGIMR 

vehicles
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Unit Update

The teams usually spend up to 5-6 weeks in one 
province depending on the number of villages 
that they have to survey. For instance, this survey 
period 2019/2020, they have planned to survey 
6 villages in the highlands region and 5 villages in 
the coastal provinces. 

Each team consists of scientific officers, research nurses and research assistants.

Scientific Officer (SO)

The SO is responsible for leading field survey teams and ensuring implementation of data collection according to estab-
lished protocols and guidelines.

• S/he is responsible for communicating with respective provincial health authorities in order to plan for the surveys

• S/he is responsible for conducting community awareness of the survey prior to the team working in the randomly 
selected village (the team leader will take the opportunity to do awareness on COVID-19)

• S/he conducts interviews and is responsible for ensuring that the data collected by all team members are valid, ac-
curate and complete

• The SO will ensure that the field team is adequately prepared and equipped for the field data collection

• The SO is responsible for the conduct and performance of the field team and for documenting field expenses ac-
cording to the established field budget and in line with documentation guidelines

Research Assistant (RA) and Research Nurse (RN)

The RA/RN is in charge of primary data collection during field surveys and data collection from health facilities

• The RA/RN conducts face-to-face interviews using paper or electronic data collection tools and records any other 
observations in the relevant format as defined in the protocol and relevant guidelines

• The RA will assist the SO in compiling, cleaning and entering data for analysis

• The RN is furthermore in charge of collecting finger prick for blood samples from survey participants, performing 
diagnostic tests and administering treatment or initiating referral for sick participants, following the relevant guide-
lines

Malaria Control (MalCon)
About MalCon

The Malaria Control (MalCon) project is responsible for con-
ducting malaria prevalence surveys (also known as Malaria In-
dicator Survey (MIS) or household surveys) throughout Papua 
New Guinea (PNG). 

The malaria indicator survey (as commonly known globally) is 
conducted every two years in PNG and provides an update of 
malaria prevalence to National Department of Health (NDoH) 
National Malaria Control Program. 

So far the project has conducted four MIS; this is the fifth MIS 
survey. 

• Five teams are implementing the MIS throughout the 
country concurrently, with the first three teams in Central, 
Jiwaka and Southern Highlands Province respectively.

• The other two teams will go to East Sepik and Oro Prov-
inces. 
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PNGIMR

for this quarter
Full name: 

Alexia Giame-ku Alois
Home province:

 Simbu Province
Title/Designation:

Administration Officer – CHESS Project
Branch:

Port Moresby
Started off as:

Data Entry Clerk with PiH Project (now 
CHESS)

Started off in what year:
22nd January 2013

Number of years working with PNGIMR:
6 years (and going 7)

Describe PNGIMR in one word:
Challenging 

What do you love about PNGIMR?
The nature of work PNGIMR does taking 

into consideration its vision at the national 
level and of course internationally.

Share one experience that you will never 
forget about PNGIMR:
For me I would say, the many challenges 

that I experience along the way sure does 
have a great impact in my life, and I am 

so thankful to PNGIMR.  

Inspiration/role model(s):
Dr. Moses Laman

Favourite quote:
  Be simple and live simple.
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SRHU research article published in PLOS ONE Journal

Associate Professor Angela Kelly-Hanku, 
other members of PNGIMR’s Sexual and 

Reproductive Health Unit (SRHU) and international 
collaborators published an article in PLOS ONE 
titled ‘Confidential, accessible point-of-care sexual 
health services to support the participation of key 
populations in Bio-behavioural surveys: Lessons 
for Papua New Guinea and other settings where 
reach of key populations is limited’.

The article was received in August 11 2019, accepted 
in April 28 2020 and published on May 15 2020. The 
research was part of the Kauntim mi tu (KM2) study, an 
integrated bio-behavioural survey (IBBS) of three key 
populations: women and girls who sell and exchange sex 
(FSW), men who have sex with men and transgender 
women (MSM/TG) in three cities (Port Moresby, Lae 
and Mt Hagen). KM2 was conducted between June 
2016 and December 2017 using respondent-driven 
sampling (RDS) to recruit participants.

KM2 research provides much needed information to 
support the scale up of essential HIV prevention and 

treatment services. This article is based on in-depth 
interviews with 111 KM2 participants. 

The purpose was to understand the factors that led 
people in the key populations to participate in the study. 
The authors found that four factors were important to 
participants:  referrals from peers; private, confidential, 
and stigma-free study facilities; “one-stop shop” 
services that provided multiple tests and with same day 
results, sexually transmitted infection treatment, and 
referrals; and the desire to know ones’ health status. 
Other programs offering services can incorporate 
these factors to promote greater use of services by key 
populations. 

Kauntim mi tu was an initiative of Government of 
Papua New Guinea with funding from the Government 
of Australia; the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and 
Malaria; and by the President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through the Centres for Disease 
Control.

Click on the link to read the article: https://doi.
org/10.1371/journal.pone.0233026


