
  INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS

The Papua New Guinea Medical Journal invites 
submission of original papers and reviews on all 
aspects of medicine.  Priority will be given to articles 
and subjects relevant to the practice of medicine 
in Papua New Guinea and other countries in the 
South Pacific.

Manuscripts are accepted for publication only 
with the understanding that they have not been 
published nor submitted for publication elsewhere.  
All manuscripts will be sent out for referees’ 
comments as part of the peer review process.  
Authors may propose two reviewers for the Editor 
to consider.

Criteria for authorship should follow the 
principles published by the International Committee 
of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE); a brief 
statement of the role of each author in the study 
should accompany submission of the manuscript.

Original Articles: Reports of original and new 
investigations or contributions.

Brief Communications and Case Reports: 
Contents similar to that of original articles but text 
should be no more than 4 Journal pages including 
figures and tables.

Reviews: Critical analysis of previously collected 
and published information.

Letters: Short reports of clinical experience or 
topics of interest.  Text should not exceed 2 pages 
of the Journal.

Other types of manuscript may also be accepted 
for publication at the Editor’s discretion.

Submitted manuscripts should conform to the 
instructions set out below.  

MANUSCRIPTS

Submit the original with a virus-free electronic 
copy or send by email to the Editorial Office.  
All sections of the manuscript, including text, 
references, tables and legends should be in double 
spacing.  Manuscripts should not be right justified.  
Each paper should include an informative Summary, 
Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, 
Discussion and References.  The title page should 
include the title, full names of all authors, names 
and addresses of institutions where the work has 
been done and full present address of the first or 
corresponding author.

   References should be in the Vancouver style 

and include all authors.  All references should 
be checked against the original source.  Sample 
references are shown below.

3  Garner PA, Hill G.  Brainwashing in tuberculosis 
management.  PNG Med J 1985;28:291-293.

4  Cochrane RG.  A critical appraisal of the present 
position of leprosy.  In: Lincicome DP, ed. International 
Review of Tropical Medicine. New York: Academic 
Press, 1961:1-42.

TABLES AND FIGURES

Tables and figures should be prepared on 
separate pages.  Figures should be sent as 
separate jpeg or tiff images.  Do not paste the 
images into Word.  Photomicrographs should 
have internal scale markers.  Each table should 
have a heading and footnotes which make it 
understandable without reference to the text.  Each 
figure should have a legend; figure legends should 
be typed together on a separate sheet.  

Abbreviations: Standard abbreviations and units 
should be used.

Drug Names: Generic names of drugs should be 
used.

Orthography: The Shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary is followed.

EDITORIAL MAIL

Manuscripts and other editorial communications 
should be forwarded to:

The Editor,
Papua New Guinea Medical Journal,
PO Box 60, Goroka, EHP,
Papua New Guinea
Email: pngmedj@pngimr.org.pg

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Communications about subscriptions should 
be addressed to the Journal as above.  Matters 
related to the Society should be addressed to the 
Medical Society of Papua New Guinea, PO Box 
6665, Boroko, NCD, Papua New Guinea.

Subscriptions:  Members of the Medical Society 
of Papua New Guinea receive the Journal as part 
of their annual subscription.  Others may subscribe 
and should contact the subscription secretary for 
a price.

Note:  Once an issue of the Journal has been 
distributed to subscribers its content is placed in 
open access on the website www.pngimr.org.pg/
png_med_journal/index.htm


