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World Health Organization visits
PNGIMR

By Elishebah Musia

ccording to a media statement, the World

Health Organization (WHO) will maintain the
effort of supporting the government to deal with
the high rate of maternal deaths in Papua New
Guinea (PNG).

The regional director for Western Pacific Region of
WHO, Dr Takeshi Kasai, was on his first visit to PNG on
Wednesday, February 27 to meet with the government
leaders and representatives in discussing how WHO
will continue on its work with the government to
address PNG'’s health disputes.

He has met with the polio response team in Port
Moresby and on Friday, March 1, he travelled to one
of the most affected provinces, Eastern Highlands, to
support the polio vaccination campaign.

Dr Kasai and his team paid a visit to the Papua New
Guinea Institute of Medical Research (PNGIMR) later
in the evening to discuss the work of PNGIMR and
how PNGIMR operates.

The PNGIMR Director, Dr William Pomat with all
Head Units gave overviews of their units — Dr Kasai

was impressed with the work of PNGIMR.

“Although we (WHO) do not carry out the research,
we always ask questions when in the field like why
or how come — that has motivated us to continue in
supporting the work of IMR,” said Dr Kasai.

He said that he was excited to come to PNGIMR and
learn interesting works carried out by the IMR to help
improve the health of this country through the National
Department of Health (NDoH).




Director’s message

I N s I n E H ello and welcome to the 58th Issue of IMR Nius.
This edition of newsletter brings you
stories of recent activities at PNGIMR.
Director's Message We completed 2018 on a high note and
are now into another year with its own
challenges. | welcome the opportunity
VAN e to inform staff of key achievements
needs maintenance that we will focus our energy on. High
among these are: building our staff
MaSrRE e needs capacity, building our Madang Laboratory
maintenance and Infrastructure, starting next steps for the
further development next 50 years of research and continuing to build partnerships locally
and internationally to enhance our research.

PNGIMR acquiring Congratulations and a proud achievement to Ms Celestine Aho for

ARSIl e submitting your PhD thesis and look forward to the thesis being awarded,

changing your title from Ms to Dr. The HR unit has achieved an important

Project Updates milestones by setting up a new Human Resources Management

. Comprehensive Information System database. This program was designed and built by
Health and Mr Yangta Ura, and shows the talent we have among our work force.
Epidemiology
g;sr‘z/eerlvlr:a(g(lz—leESS) To our PNG National §ci§ntists .who h.ave completed their studi.es and
International for those who are continuing their studies, do the best you can in your
Centres of careers, and become leaders in your field so you can train the next
Excellence for generation of researchers. We look forward to your return to increase
Malaria Research our research capacity.
(ICEMR)

We are honoured to have important dignitaries visit the IMR in the first

IE LRl PIRIIRIN G uarter of 2019, including WHO Pacific Regional Office Director Dr T

work with CHESS Kasai and WHO Country Office representatives. We are also privileged

New Lab for Madang to have Global Fund, Fleming Fund, World Vision, RAM and other donors

site and collaborators visit the IMR to gain a first hand of the diverse research

work we do.

Visitors at PNGIMR

Sadly, a number of our staff have moved on, some to a relaxing life

at home and others to widen their horizons. At the same time, we have

PNGIMR fa rev\./ells. I Gained a few more staff as projects pick up and evolve from pilot studies

?)r;foilcicsmmumcatmns to major studies. Let us continue the spirit of team work, by standing

together and work hand in hand with our partners to improve the health

PNGIMR profile for and well being of Papua New Guineans, and generate knowledge that

this quarter will improve health globally. Let us be proud of our past achievements,

celebrate current achievements and use these experiences to start the

=R VTS i sl lam ourney towards the next 50 years.

new centre at Goroka

Hospital William Pomat, Director
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Wewak transit house needs a little
maintenance

By Elishebah Musia

he Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical

Research (PNGIMR) Transit house in Wewak
located on Kreer Heights is run down and in need
of maintenance.

According to the Administrative Assistant, Kenny
Rupa, maintenance needs to be carried out to hold firm
the foundation of the building.

“Floorboards on the top floor of the house, as you
enter have worn-out, causing staff to be careful when
passing through the broken floor area. A little bit of
maintenance to patch up this floor would be gratefully
appreciated,” said Mr Rupa.

He added that his office is situated at the other end of
the building, thus seeing this broken floor area every

day is an eyesore.

“I would really appreciate it if something is done about
this. After all, this is one of PNGIMR’s asset, we have
to take care of this damages while we can before the
whole building collapses and will cost more than what
we should need to spend,” he said.

Meanwhile, the inside of the transit house is in good
condition including the rooms and the toilet/bathroom
facility. However, the ground floor needs maintenance
as well.

Mr Rupa stated that since projects will begin soon in
Wewak/Maprik, maintenance should be carried out in
preparation for the projects moving from Madang to
Wewak.
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By Elishebah Musia
he Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical

Research’s (PNGIMR) Maprik site which is a
two hour drive from the township of Wewak is said
to be the largest IMR site funded by the Australian
Aid.

However, there are only two buildings operating on
the site; one as the administration office divided into
six rooms including toilet facilities (one room allocated
to the site manager, two rooms used as store rooms
for keeping samples, and the remaining rooms vacant),
the other building is double story with three laboratories
(two below and one above), kitchen area (below) and
transit rooms (above).

According to the Public Relations Officer for Maprik,
Bart Lombore, the labs were funded by the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID)
back in 1993 - 26 years ago during the malaria vaccine
trial, and while Michael Alpers was Director.

He explained that today all the labs are run down,
most of the air cons are not working, there is only one
microscopy, the water pumps need to be repaired and
five IMR cars need to go to the workshop.

|

available at the back of the Administrative office.
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Double storey boratory. Insert: Old water pumps. Right top: IMR cars to go to the workshop.
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Mr Lombore said that there is still a lot of land space
available at the back of the buildings that can be used
to build new infrastructure.

“Projects will be coming up to Maprik and all the
infrastructure needs to be taken into consideration and
be fixed quickly. We still have a big space to put up new
buildings since IMR holds the title to the land that we
are sitting on,” said Mr Lombore.

He further added that even the transit houses which
were built some years back are breaking down slowly.
Two transit houses are yet to be completed since they
were initially built.

Bottom: Land space still



PNGIMIR eccuirne

By Elishebah Musia

he Papua New Guinea

Institute of Medical
Research (PNGIMR) together
with the National Housing
Corporation (NHC) have finally
signed the contracts of titles
for four houses that have been
allocated to IMR since the 1970s.

The PNGIMR Director, Doctor
William Pomat and the PNGIMR
Human Resource (HR) Manager,
Tobby Apa, on behalf of the
Institute, signed the contracts
together with the Highlands
Regional Manager for NHC, Philip
Kama, and the Provincial Housing
officer, Cathy Manawavi on behalf
of the NHC.

According to Mr Kama, the
four houses are now under the
PNGIMR and no other entities will
be entitled to those properties.

Picture: PNGIMR Director presentin
Jl Logistics Officer, Lawrence Unga; Provincial Housing Officer, Cathy Manawavi; Highlands Regional

Two are located at North Goroka;
Section 50, Lot 24 and Section
50, Lot 47 and two located at
Dog Street; Section 43, Lot 7 and
Section 43, Lot 8.

“lam now presenting the contracts
and the instruments for signing and
this will indicate that the properties
now belong to this Institution,” Mr
Kama said.

Mr Kama said he was pleased
to give these offers to PNGIMR
because it is a very important
health institution that has been
improving the health and wellbeing
of the people of this nation.

“Thus, the government should
continue to fund more money to
this Institution and provide more
houses for its staff because this
Institution is an important one,”

-
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said Mr Kama.

Dr Pomat thanked the NHC office
for allowing the Institute to buy the
properties for the benefit of IMR.

‘I am doing this for the sake of
the Institution and not my own.
Transferring the title to PNGIMR
will bring satisfaction to my working
staff and allow them to concentrate
on the work of this Institute,” Dr
Pomat said.

Meanwhile, the PNGIMR HR
Manager, Tobby Apa, explained
that the contract of sale is done,
signed and sealed. “We do not
want to disclose figures of any sort
but to make it formally known that
the IMR is acquiring properties now
in Goroka, Eastern Highlands,”
said Mr Apa.

g cheque to Highlands Regional Mananger for NHC. L to R: PNGIMR

L i
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About CH ESS

Health surveillance and demography research have a
long history of development in Papua New Guinea (PNG).
Last year, the PNG government took ownership of the
health surveillance research that was initially funded by
Exxon Mobil.

With this government support, the Papua New Guinea
Institute of Medical Research’s (PNGIMRs) Comprehensive
Health and Epidemiology Surveillance System (CHESS)
project is set out to provide comprehensive data for social |
- planning and health interventions to better serve the
| country’s need of data for sustainable development.

Using the data from the CHESS, the Department of §

. based socioeconomic development plans for the country
and the country can benefit from the multiple population | -

will generate.

This year, the provincial government, through the East Sepik Provincial Administrator, Dr Clement Malau has
made a pledge to provide an annual grant as part of the East Sepik Provincial contribution to the PNGIMR
Maprik site to assist in its operations. The Maprik site has recently completed a suit of lymphatic filariasis
studies and is now preparing to conduct the ICEMR group of studies as part of the VBDU activities and is also
preparing to welcome the CHESS project.

The CHESS project once establish will be running its rural site for the Momase region in Maprik District.With
a total funding of two million kina, the daily operation and management of CHESS project will be directly under
the technical supervision of Dr Bang Pham who is the Principal Investigator (PI) in this project.

The team who visited Maprik also included the acting finance manager, Maria Gipis and scientific officer, Noel
Berry. According to Dr Laman, “IMR is fortunate to have very strong community relationships, infrastructure and
employees who have experience in conducting large scale field studies in Maprik which was the site of similar
demographic surveillance research ongoing in Wosera for over 25 years.”

As part of the CHESS project, offices spaces (in Wewak and Maprik) are available to cater for the Case Report
Forms (CRF) for quality checks before it is packed and shipped to the head office in Goroka. All data entries
will be done at the head office.
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National Planning and Monitoring can develop evidence- '

~ health and epidemiological indicator data that the project <
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About ICEMR

The International Centres of Excellence for Malaria
Research (ICEMR) is a 7 year project funded by the
National Institute of Health (NIH) that involves 17 malaria
endemic countries. The ICEMR Asia Pacific site involves
Papua New Guinea (PNG) and Cambodia and involves two
=== projects; the epidemiology and entomology components.
It is fortunate that PNG is included in this study again. ~—~
The previous round of ICEMR started in 2010 and got
renewed for 2017 to 2024. =
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ICEMR reVIew in Mapr{k

- Professor Ivo Mueller is the Program director for
ICEMR in the Asia Pacific region

- Dr Moses Laman is the In-country Principal =
Investigator on ICEMR in PNG Slnce the focus of malaria research |s on mal

— - Associate Prof Leanne J. Robinson is the Lead resurgenqe  this prolect alms to unders’cand E"'j

Investigator for the ICEMR epidemiology component evaluate vy desplte control mtervenilons,and_ =
- Dr Stephan Karl is the Lead Investigator for the -neastres taken malana[s,stm—a maJor threL :

ICEMR entomology component — = -~
F'or th,e eniomology compeneni the resea:cheps —
would like to investigate the vector behaviours,
abundance, biting patterns, seasonality and habitat preference in order to understand the resurgence of malaria
in PNG. This will generate new ideas in order to answer the question related to the high prevalence of malaria
in some communities compared to other communities within a locality where the prevalence of malaria may be
lower.

\“’ .'.
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Therefore, the ICEMR program not only involves both epidemiology and entomology sampling but may also
involve social behavioural approach in order to understand how best to move forward with malaria control
strategies and interventions.

The overall aim of the scouting trip to Maprik according to Senior Scientific Officer, Rebecca Vinit, was to make
selection of study villages for both epidemiology and entomology teams of the ICEMR project. Unlike the previous
ICEMR project, both teams will sample and recruit at the same village during the cross sectional surveys.

Using the previous ICEMR project sites, names of six catchment areas/health centres which includes 13 study
villages were provided and used as guide for selection. The six health centres are; llahita, Kamanokor, Brugam,
Wambisa, Burui and Ulupu. During interviews, ward members were informed that there is a possibility that their
villages may not be selected to participate in the current ICEMR program and were also informed of the different
projects that are currently conducted by PNGIMR in Maprik, however, the ICEMR project is only focused on

malaria elaborating differences of the two teams involved (epidemiology and entomology team).
IMR NIUS Issue 58 - 2019 7



By Elishebah Musia
he majority of people living

in the Illahita community
in the Maprik District of East
Sepik Province (ESP) come from
Wards 3 and 7, according to Ward
member, Lawrence Noala.

“l look after Wards 3 and 7, with
more than 3000 people in Ward
3 and more than 2000 in Ward 7
which are large in size compared to
other wards,” said Mr Noala.

He said that to improve services in
this area is difficult, however when

the Papua New Guinea Institute
of Medical Research (PNGIMR)
comes into the community to carry
out research, every member of
the community participates and
corporates in carrying out the
research.

“llahita Health Centre is a church-
run agency, and we will be here to
assist the PNGIMR as soon as your
project begins,” he said.

He added that there are six nurses
working at the llahita Health Centre

that can assist in any way possible
and the community is willing to
provide housing for the project’s
team to use whilst carrying out their
research.

Meanwhile, Site Manager for
Maprik, Benson Kiniboro agreed
that the llahita community will be
helpful in terms of volunteering and
participating in the research project
since they are aware of the work
that PNGIMR has done some years
back.

By Elishebah Musia

he new Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical

Research (PNGIMR) laboratory complex in
Madang, located at Jomba has completed its phase
one — the ground work — according to the Site
Administrator of Yagaum, Andrew Raiko.

“To date, we have the ground works being completed
awaiting the second phase which is to build and
currently the plans are with the National Planning and
Finance Department,” he said.

Since it is a process, Mr Raiko stated that they are
hoping for more than K5 million to be given by the
government to carry out the second phase which will
begin in June, this year.

“All of us here in Madang, are looking forward to
moving to town. In the next two to three years, the new
building should be up and ready for us to move in,” said
Mr Raiko.

Mr Raiko explained that the second phase must
begin anytime soon because the cost of hiring security
services has gone up.

8 IMR NIUS [ssue 58 - 2019

“We hire escort services on a daily basis from Monday
to Friday and we have noticed that after the annual
budget was presented, we have spent almost K125,000
in one year. So to cut this kind of cost, we need to move
now,” he said.

Mr Raiko added that the Madang site also want the
collaborators to be able to come and have access to
their working environment.

He said, “It would be great seeing collaborators visiting
our site so we have a good partnership with them also.”




VISITORS AT PNGIMR

Regional Director for Western Pacific Region of WHO, Dr Takeshi Kasai and Country Office representatives visited
PNGIMR to discuss the work of PNGIMR and how it operates.

Dr Anita van den Biggelaar from Telethon Kids Dr Kinga Smolen from Boston Children’s
Institute, Perth, Australia Hospital,Boston, USA
IMR NIUS Issue 58 - 2019




PNGIMR farewells HR and
Communications Officer
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Picture: Communications Officer, Douglas Diave and Senior HR Officer, Mary Amos departs PNGIMR

By Elishebah Musia

ary Amos or ‘Mama Mary’ started as a

Personal Assistant to the Director in 2002
and then later there was a need for a Human
Resource officer — that is where the seed for the
Human Resource Unit was established. Likewise,
there is now a potential for us to be online, and
that seed was planted by Douglas Diave,” said the
Director of Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical
Research, Dr William Pomat during the farewell for
the two staff.

The Senior Human Resource (HR) Officer, Mary
Amos and Communications Officer, Douglas Diave
officially left the PNGIMR on the 15th and 18th March
respectively.

Dr Pomat thanked both staff for their service to the
Institution and their time spent with all the staff.
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“This was not an easy job for me; | walked in as a
Personal Assistant or Secretary and will be leaving now
as a Senior HR officer. HR is not an easy task because
dealing with human beings is very difficult, but | want to
thank you all for co-operating with me during my time
here at the IMR,” said Mama Mary.

Similarly, Douglas gave the same sentiments — that
the IMR has given him a lot of strength and experience.

“Working at the Communications down to the projects
gave me a lot of self-confidence and | am proud of this
Institute. | leave with a heavy heart knowing that | have
made a lot of friends,” he said.

Dr Pomat on behalf of the Institute bid both of them
farewell and wished them all the best in their next
journey of life.



Full name: Barne Willie
Home province: Papua New Guinea
Title/Designation: Senior Scientific Officer
Branch: Goroka

Started off as: Intern with the Entomology unit in
Yagaum, Madang

Started off in what year: 2008 (Intern)
Describe PNGIMR in one word: “The-Place”
Number of years working with PNGIMR: 10 years

What do you love about PNGIMR? Career wise, it's
the place where you get to be in the race with the
advancement in bio-medical research for the betterment
of health for everyone. On a personal level, IMR has
lovely working environment where everyone supports
each other when needed, whether it be work or outside
of work.

Last attended: Case Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio, USA. Based at: Centre for Global
Health and Infectious Diseases, School of Medicine and
Health Sciences.
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Greatest fear: My house burning down while | am
asleep or away

".4' Favourite quote: Love the life you live and live the
life you love positively and with a contended mind and
e heart. Bob Marley.
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Prlme Minister Peter O’Neill opened the
Diagnostic and Surgical Centre at the
Goroka Hospital reaffirming the Government’s
commitment to improving health standards.

“‘We have many challenges to overcome as we
strive in delivering the best health care for the people.

»- @E 5 AT THE GOROKA HOSPITAL
_ *‘W!

Republic and added that the Government has co- =

funded the project.

O’Neill said the Government will continue to build
hospitals and health posts in the districts, with K5
million given purposely to each districts to build
hospitals.

The people of Eastern Highlands Region and PNG

can now have access to the best hospital in Goroka,” Among the delegates who attended the opening
said O’Neill. ceremony of the new hospital was the Director of
Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical Research
(PNGIMR), Dr William Pomat.

L

He humbly thanked the European Union for the
funding arrangement through Austria and Czech

Head Office

Goroka
.
Ph: +675 - 531 4200
Fax: +675 - 532 1998

IMR Nius is published quarterly by our Communications Unit. For more information, email info@pngimr.org.pg
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